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The Offices of the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the 
Board of Trade are at 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. — 
registered telegraphic address, “ Advantage, London,” telephone 
number 12807 Central. A statement of the objects and work of 
the Branch will be found on p. 46. 

The attention of British traders is directed to the Sample 
Room, where the following are on view, among other exhibits :— 





Reference in “ Board 
of Trade Journal,” 





Samples. 
Date. Page. 





Japanese Paper, Flannelette and Cottons sold in Corea... | 13thSept.,1906 | 512 
Foreign Cotton Goods sold at Tangier ene cee --. | 12th July, 58 
Cotton grown in Natal wee os seit - oa 82 
'Tin of United States Ename! Paint sold in 1 Peru... cool CB. os 10 
Foreign Flanneiette sold at Erzeroum ... ees ” - 35 
American Cottons sold at Chinkiang (small cuttings) ... | 28th June, 637 
List of Chinese written characters suitable for novelties 

for the Chinese market... enn ass oan - - 621 
Specimen of Chinese Students’ uniform ... eee .. | 31st May, 407 
Cotton grown in Spain one one oes bee oe | 24th ,, 382 
Zapupe fibre from Mexico ... eee nt ee , 324 
Guatemala cotton said to be weevil- resisting one ... | 19th April 128 
Cotton cloth manufactured at Ichang oon 9 - 126 
Raw Argentine cotton, bobbins of yarn and patterns of 

knitted material from Buenos Ayres _... oe | Sth ,, 86 











The following Special Trade Enquiry Offices are also at 
73, Basinghall Street, E.C.:—India, Dominion of Canada, 
Queensland, Cape of Good Hope, Transvaal and Orange River 
Colony. Statements of the objects and work of these Enquiry 
Offices will be found on p. 47. 





OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS: WAR OFFICE. 


Sealed tenders for Military Services, during six months from the 

—_—_ 1st December, 1906, will be received until noon 

Bios Cattle wh q on the following dates :—Meat and live cattle 

Dead Meat tenders, on Wednesday, 24th October, 1906, 

, bread and flour tenders, on Friday, 26th October, 

1906, by the General Officers Commanding the undermentioned 
districts :— 
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UNITED KINGDOM continued. 


Aldershot Army-Corps Command ... Aldershot. 
Eastern Command 5th Division ... Dover. 
a 6th Division ... Colchester. 
Thames & Medway 

Coast Defences Chatham. 
Woolwich District Woolwich. 


39 


93 33 


39 


Irish Command 7th Division ... Curragh. 

a 2 8th Division we Cork. 

i Belfast District ... Belfast. 
London District oe — ... 23, Carlton House Terrace, 
S.W. 
Northern Command ... 77 .» York. 
Scottish Command ... = ... Edinburgh. 
Southern Command 4th Division ... Tidworth. 
Portsmouth 


99 33 


Coast Defences Portsmouth. 
Plymouth Coast 


33 99 


Defences Devonport. 
Western Command ... ... Chester. 
Guernsey and Alderney District... Guernsey. 
Jersey District se Jersey. 


Forms of tender and conditions of contract may be obtained on 
application at the above-named Head Quarter Offices, by letter 
addressed to the Officer Commanding, Army Service Corps, or in 
person between the hours of 10 and 4 o'clock. 





BRITISH INDIA, 


GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS: INDIA OFFICE. 


The Secretary of State for India in Council is prepared to receive 
tenders from such persons as may be willing to 
supply rails and fishplates. 

The conditions of contract may be obtained 
on application to the Director-General of Stores, India Office, 
Whitehall, S.W., and tenders are to be delivered at that Office 
by 2'p.m. on Tuesday, the 9th October, 1906, after which time 
no tender will be received. 


The Directors of the Bombay, Baroda, and Central India Railway 

are prepared to receive up to noon on Tuesday, 

Railway Stores. 16th October, tenders for the supply of the 
following stores, viz. :— 

1. Laminated springs; 2. Spiral and volute springs; 3. Rolled 

material for the construction of carriages; 4. Wheels and axles; 

6. Axles for locomotives; 6. Crank arms; 7. Paints, &Xc.; 


8. Metals; 9. Files. 


Rails and 
Fishplates. 
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BRITISH INDIA—continued. 


Tenders must be made on forms, copies of which, with specifica- 
tion, can be obtained at the Offices of the Company, Gloucester 
House, 2, 3, and 4, Bishopsgate Street Without, London, E.C., on 
payment of 21s. each (which will not be returned). The Directors 
do not bind themselves to accept the lowest or any tender. 


In the Review of the Foreign Trade of India in 1905-6 (see notice 

on p. 36) it is stated that the steady growth 

Soap. in the imports of soap is worth noting. There 

are indications that there is an increasing 

appreciation of the merits of soap among the natives of India, and 
it is said that the trade is one with great possibilities. 





CANADA. 


The following were among the recent enquiries relating to Canadian 
Ruspiivies veletins trade received at the Canadian Government 
oo: Oaniiies Chin Office, 17, Victoria Street, London, S.W., whence 

further information regarding them may be 
obtained :— 

Home Enquiries—An English firm of billiard table manufac- 
turers are desirous of effecting an arrangement with a Montreal 
house of good standing for the sale of their billiard tables and 
requisites generally. It is thought that the most suitable kind 
of firm would be one in the retail furniture trade, or a business 
of a kindred nature, where the goods could be sold without the 
necessity of working up a new clientéle. 

An English firm of pea merchants desire to get into corre- 
spondence with Canadian exporters of peas of good quality, of 
which they purchase considerable quantities. 

A London firm are desirous of getting into touch with Canadian 
manufacturers of perforated veneer for seats. 

A Welsh firm of slate merchants have made enquiry respecting 
the openings in Canada for the saie of roofing slate of good 
quality. 

A North of England firm manufacturing wire ropes, hemp, 
Manilla, Italian, coir, and cotton ropes, are seeking to extend 
business with Canada. 

A London firm manufacturing electric supplies for street, win- 
dow, and theatre lighting, improved glow lamps, time switches, 
&c., desire to extend their business with Canada, and are seeking 
information respecting the type of goods most in demand. 

A Glasgow commission merchant and agent 18 anxious to corre- 
spond with Canadian firms who have ores of various descriptions 


to export. 


Note.—For further information regarding any of the above, 
application should be made to the High Commissioner for Canada, 
17, Victoria Street, S.W. 
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CANA DA—continued. 


The following trade enquiries have been received at the Canadian 
Government City Trade Branch, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C., whence 
further information regarding them miay be obtained :— 

Home Enquiries—A Yorkshire firm are prepared to appoint a 
Canadian resident agent to sell suitings and other articles to the 
tailoring trade. 

A firm of British manufacturers of motoring goggles, hoods, 
veils, and other motoring accessories, wish to get into touch with 
Canadian buyers otf these goods, or would appoint a suitable resi- 
dent agent. 

A firm manufacturing picture post-cards desire to get into 
touch with Canadian importers. 

A London firm wish to get into touch with Canadian buyers of 
rags (cotton and woollen). papers, and scrap metals. 

Canadian Enquiries—A firm in New Brunswick desire the 
addresses of United Kingdom manufacturers of tobacco pipes. 

A Canadian firm are prepared to represent a first-class shipper 
of Irish whisky in cases. 


Note.—For further information regarding any of the above, 


application should be made to the Canadian Government City 
Trade Branch, 73, Basinghall Street, H.C. 





CAPE COLONY. 


The Correspondent at Cape Town of the Board of Trade (Mr. E. J. 
Cattell) reports that sealed tenders, marked 

Printing. ‘Tenders for Printing,” will be received at the 
Office of the Controller and Auditor-General, 

Cape Town, up to noon on the 4th January, 1907, for printing 
special and enumerated forms, for a period of five years from the 


Ist July, 1907. 


Sealed tenders, marked ‘‘Tenders for Stationery,” will also be 
received at the Office of the Controller and 
Stationery. Auditor-General, Cape Town, up to noon on the 
11th January, 1907, for the supply of stationery, 

for a period of five years from the Ist of July, 1907. 

A limited number of forms of tender, &c., for both the above 
contracts, have been received,and can be obtained at the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, 
E.C. Copies may also be obtained, on and after the 8th October, 
at the Office of the Agent-General in London, 100, Victoria Street, 
S.W., where also samples and specimens of the stationery will be 
on view. 

It is understood that in the event of the stationery contract 
being secured by a firm in England the words ‘‘ Colonial Govern- 
ment” are intended to include the Department of the Agent- 
General. 
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A preference of from: 25 to 334 per cent., will be allowed in 
favour of Colonial tenderers who are prepared to undertake that 
the whole of the printing, ruling and binding work will be per- 
formed in the Colony. 

The Government does not bind itself to accept the lowest or any 
tender. 





WESTERN AUSTRALIA. 


Tenders are invited for an exclusive licence from the Secretary of 

aan State for the Colonies to occupy the Ashmore 

Islands (lying off the coast of Western Australia, 

Remove Guano, i, Latitude 12 deg. 14 min. §., Longitude 123 

&c., from the a i ln ie ~- d 
lands, “°S: © ™. .) and to remove guano an 

Ashmore is other fertilising substances therefrom. Tenders 

should be on the basis of a fixed royalty per ton of guano removed, 

the sum payable in any one year not to be less than a fixed amount 

whatever the quantity of guano removed during that year. The 
term of years for which a licence is desired should also be stated. 

Further information may be obtained at the Colonial Office, 
Downing Street, S.W. 

The Secretary of State for the Colonies does not bind himself 
to accept the highest or any tender. 

Tenders should be delivered, in sealed envelopes, inscribed 
“Tender for Ashmore Islands,” at the office of the Crown Agents 
for the Colonies, Whitehall Gardens, London, S.W., before noon on 
Wednesday, the 31st October. 


No particular form of tender is required. 





EGYPT: 

H.M. Consul at Cairo (Mr. A. D. Alban) has forwarded a copy of 
ntti at 0 the conditions of tender for the erection of a 
Post Office at post office at Tantah. Sealed tenders, addressed 

to the Minister of Public Works, Cairo, will be 
 Tantah. received up to the 17th October. <A deposit 
equal to one-tenth of the amount of the tender is required to 
qualify same. ‘I'he conditions and form of tender may be seen on 
application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of 


Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C. 


The Administration of the Egyptian State Railways invite tenders, 
which will be received up to noon on the 10th 
November, 1906, for the supply during the year 
1907, of printing-paper and straw-boards, in 
accordance with the terms of the specification 
and list, which can be obtained at the offices of Lieut.-Colonel 
Western, R.E., C.M.G., Queen Anne’s Chambers, Westminster, 
S.W., on payment of 2s. Samples can also be seen at the same 
address. 


Printing-Paper 
and 
Straw-Boards. 
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Tenderers must lodge, as a provisional deposit, a sum equal to 
5 per cent. of the amount of their offer. 

Tenders, accompanied by a stamped paper of 30 milliémes (also 
obtainable from Lieut.-Colonel Western), should be addressed by 
registered post to the “ Superintendent of Stores, Egyptian State 
Railways, Cairo.” They should be in double envelopes, the inner 
bearing the inscription, ‘Tender for the supply of printing-paper 
and straw-boards.” 

The Administration are not bound to accept the lowest or any 
tender, and reserve the right of dividing the contract. 





SWEDEN. 


H.M. Consul at Stockholm (Mr. H. M. Villiers) reports that the 
Lund Hospital and Asylum require 4,000 
Coal. metric tons of double screened dust-free South 
Yorkshire coal. Bids should be sent to “ Kungl- 
Direktionen fér Lunds Hospital” not later than noon on the 
15th October. The coal is to be delivered free in railway waggons 
at Lund (Lund is situated near Malmo, opposite Copenhagen). 
The coal must be delivered in varying quantities throughout 
the year 1907, beginning in January; the coal cannot be 
received in large quantities. A certificate as to its nature and 
quality must be attested at the Swedish Consulate at the shipping 
port. Tenderers must comply with the usual conditions regarding 
official contracts, security, &c., to be given for due performance of 
the contract. 
Mr. Villiers also reports that the Royal Military Academy requires 
Oats. H g 20,000 kilogs. of black oats, 45,000 kilogs. of 
me Ss Timothy hay, and 55,000 kilogs. of rye straw. 
Rye Straw. yoy . 5 pow 
Tenders will be received at the Royal Military 
Academy (Kungl. Krigskolan), Karlbergs slott, until 10th October. 





NORWAY: 


H.M. Consul at Christiania (Mr. A. 8. MacGregor) reports that he 
, has received a request from a resident in that 
N nares of Firms city, who states that he represents large copper 

interested in gitricts in South Norway, to be furnished with 
Copper Mining the names of British firms engaged in copper 
Wanted. mining, or interested in the purchase of copper 


mines. 
Applications should be addressed to H.M. Consul, Christiania. 


Referring to the notice on p. 590 of the “ Board of Trade Journal ” 
of 27th September respecting a call for tenders 


Iron Materials. for the supply of ‘iron materials” to the 
Norwegian State Railways, H.M. Consul at 


Christiania has now forwarded a copy each of the specification of 
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NORWAY—continued. 


the materials required, the special conditions of tender, and the 
general conditions governing tenders to the State Railways. 
These documents may be consulted at the Commercial Intelli- 
gence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C. 
It is to be noted that a large proportion of the iron is to be 
Norwegian or Swedish. 


H.M. Consul further reports that tenders are invited by the 
Norwegian Naval authorities at Horten for the 
supply of woollen caps, jerseys, &c., as follows, 
delivery to take place with as little delay as 
possible :-— 
2,000 sailor’s caps, 
60 ‘* Kisinore ” caps, 

2,000 striped blue and white jerseys, 

360 thick blue jerseys, 

120 pairs woollen mittens. 


Tenders in sealed envelopes, marked ‘‘Anbud paa huer og 
tréier ” and accompanied by samples of the quality offered, will be 
received at ‘‘ Marinens Intendantur, Horten,” up to 1 p.m., on the 
23rd October. : 

A copy of the specification and of the general conditions of 
tender may be seen at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the 
Board of ‘l'rade, 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C., where also 
particulars of the contract prices last paid may be obtained. 
Patterns of the articles are being sent by H.M. Consul, and these 
also, when received, will be on view at 73, Basinghall Street, 
London, E.C. 


Woollen Caps, 
Jerseys and 
Mittens. 


NotEe.—Apart from the usual Customs duties, a preference of 
from 10 to 15 per cent. is given to Norwegian manufacturers. 

In all cases of Norwegian Government contracts it is obligatory 
that a resident agent should act for tenderers not residing in 
Norway, and be responsible to the Government, but it is not 
necessary for the agent to be a Norwegian firm. 





BELGIUM. 


The British Vice-Consul at Antwerp (Mr. W. Lydcotte) has for- 

warded copies of specifications issued by the 

Furniture. Municipal Authorities at that port for the 

supply of furniture to three schools established 

there. The estimated costs, respectively, are 25,250 frs. (1,010/.), 

11,150 frs. (4461.), and 5,740 frs. (2291.) ; and deposits of 2,500 

frs. (1000.), 1,200 frs. (487.), and 6500 frs. (20/.) are required to 
qualify any tender. 
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BELGIUM—continued. 


The specifications (Cahiers des Charges, Nos. 1,138, 1,141, and 
1,153) may be obtained, price 50 centimes each, from the Hdétel 
de Ville, Antwerp. 

Tenders should be sent in sealed registered envelopes, addressed 
‘‘A Monsieur le Bourgmestre en |’Hétel de Ville d’Anvers,” and 
should reach the Hotel de Ville on the 15th October. 

Copies of the specifications may be seen at the offices of the 
Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basing- 
hall Street, London, E.C. 


H.M. Consul-General at Antwerp (Sir C. Hertslet) reports that 

the present time is undoubtedly propitious for 

Coal. the establishment of a larger market for British 

coal in Belgium, in view of the considerable 

increases in wages granted to the miners, and the consequent rise 

in the price of native coal, and he calls attention to the dis- 

satisfaction at present exhibited by consumers in regard to the 
quality of the locally raised coal supplied to them. 

As a guide to British coal exporters, the Consul-General has 
given in his report (Forevgn Office, Annual Series, 3,720), to be 
obtained from Messrs. Wyman & Sons, price 34d., a table showing 
the prices quoted in the chief Belgian colliery districts on 4th 
June, 1906. The market at that time showed an upward tendency. 

The Consul-General adds: “If the British coalowner could 
establish an export trade with Belgium upon a sound basis, it is 
practically certain that such trade would be valuable and lasting. 
The British exporter’s aim should be to keep his prices, if possible, 
slightly below the Belgian rates, and to furnish coal of a quality 
corresponding with the specifications. 

“There is no import duty on coal entering Belgium.” 





PORTUGAL: 


The ‘‘ Diario do Governo” of 27th September contains a copy of a 
decree granting a concession to the Société des 


—— Mines de Cuivre de Rodam of Brussels for the 
Renee y- exploitation of a copper mine at Villa Velha de 


Rodam, district of Castello Branco. 





ITALY: 


The British Vice-Consul at Spezia (Mr. E. M. de Garston) has 
Electric Cable forwarded a translation of a call for tenders for 
the supply to the Italian Navy of electric cable 

— d insulated wire, to the estimated value of 
Insulated Wire, 204 insulated wire, to the estimated value o 
‘ 40,000 lire (about 1,600/.). Tenders are to be 


opened at the Royal Arsenals of Spezia and Naples at 11 a.m. on 











se) 
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ITAL Y—continued. 


the 23rd October. A deposit of 4,000 lire (about 160/.) will be 
required to qualify any tender. 

The special conditions of contract may be seen at the Ministry 
of Marine, Rome, at the Directorates-General of the Royal Arsenals 
at Spezia and Naples, at the Technical Offices of the Navy, Genoa, 
and at the principal Chambers of Commerce in Italy. 

Each tender should be made out on Government stamped paper 
of one lira, which may be obtained from the Italian Consulate- 
General in London, 44, Finsbury Square, E.C. Local represen- 
tation is necessary. 

The Vice-Consul adds that competitors must produce proof that 
that they are genuine manufacturers of electric cables and wires. 


In his recent report H.M. Consul at Venice (Mr. E. de Zuccato) 

states that agricultural machines are being 

Motor Ploughs. moreand more used in the provinces of Venetia 

and Lombardy. British mowers, threshers, 

binders and rakes are known and appreciated and are in use on 

large estates, but in future they are likely to be Jess in demand 

on account of the constant progress of local manufactories, unless 

the heavy duties are reduced. The general depot for such 

machines is at Milan and they are sold through sub-agents in all 
parts of Italy. 

The ploughs in general use are still of a primitive kind. A 
cheap, economical motor plough, to be handled by a couple of 
workmen, might find a ready sale, more especially if the engine 
could be utilised for other agricultural purposes in case of need, 
such as rolling or harrowing, &c. 


Mr. de ZGuccato also points out that the Port of Peschiera, on 

Lake Garda, has lately been registered as 

Port Works. belonging to the third class, second category, 

among the Government ports in the kingdom, 

and important works are to be undertaken to enable steamers and 

fishing smacks to enter the port, especially in winter, when the 
water is low. 


The Consul also gives particulars of projected railways and 

; tramways in his district, for which reference 

oe should be made to the report itself (Foreign 

Materiel, Office, Annual Series, 3,718) to be cbtained 
; from Messrs. Wyman & Sons, price 24d. 
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OTTOMAN EMPIRE. 


The following particulars with reference to the trade in printing 
Printing machinery in Constantinople are extracted 
Mishinées from the “ Bulletin” of the French Chamber 

of Commerce in that city. 

There are about 85 printing establishments in operation in 
Constantinople, and in spite of the large amount of orders, the 
number does not increase, owing to the Administration discour- 
aging the opening of new works. [Fifty years ago nothing but 
English machinery was employed, but lighter and cheaper French 
machines have now obtained a footing, and the Germans also 
during the past 15 years have been diligently following up the 
market with considerable success. No. 5 is the machine with the 
largest sale; its net weight is 4,600 kilogs., and price at the 
factory 8,750 francs; interior measurement of the “ chassis ” 660 
millims by 1,025 millims. It allows of the printing of a text 610 
millims by 975 millims; the inking is cylindrical by four rollers. 

Latterly preference has been given to larger machines, viz., 
Nos. 11 and 12, price 24,250 francs and 31,500 francs, and with in- 
terior measurement of 1,205 millims by 1,690 millims, and 1,305 
millims by 1,820 millims respectively. 

The success of the German sales is said to be due especially to 
their selling at two or three years’ credit. 

Auxiliary machines from England, such as gumming, varnish- 
ing, stamping, folding, &., have not nearly such a large sale as 
the French and German machines of this class, owing to the 
former being so much dearer. 





CHILE, 


The “ Diario Oficial ” of 8th August contains a copy of a Decree 
accepting the proposal of Don Napoleon Pero, 
Railway Material. representing the Sindicato de Obras Publicao 
de Chile, for the construction of the Inca to 
Chulo section of the Inca to Copiapo railway at a cost of 1,464,865 
pesos currency and 770,000 pesos gold. 





BRAZIL. 


The “Diario Official” of 9th September contains a copy of a 

contract entered into between the Ministry of 

Port Works. Public Works and Engineer Elmer Lawrence 

Corthell for the construction of a maritime port, 

and the carrying out of certain dredging and port works, at Rio 
Grande do Sul. 

The ‘‘ Diario,” which contains the specification of the works to 


be carried out, may be seen at the Commercial Intelligence Branch 
of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C. 
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BRAZIL—continued. 


The “ Diario” of 1ith September contains a notice calling for 

Oi] for Lichtine t@nders for the supply to the Brazilian Central 

ee, © -Railway of 100,000 litres of oil for the produc- 

Purposes. . fea? 

tion of gas for lighting purposes. ‘Tenders will 

be received up to noon on 3lst October at the Secretaria da 

Estrada de Ferro Central do Brazil, Rio de Janeiro; a deposit 
of 500 milreis will be required. 





? CHINA. 


In the Canton trade report for 1905 issued by the Chinese Imperial 
Maritime Customs it is stated that the increased 
popularity in Canton of certain articles of 
foreign clothing is shown in the trade returns 
under the headings of caps and hats, singlets, 
&c., and boots and shoes. Foreign style peaked caps are 
now largely worn, especially by the military and _ students, 
and, in addition to those imported, considerable numbers are 
manufactured locally. Rubber shoes are also much worn. ‘The 
Chinese rain-boot has been to a considerable extent displaced 
by similarly-shaped boots of rubber; and low shoes are also often 
seen, being apparently very well adapted to the stone-paved streets 
of Canton. The reorganisation of the army on foreign lines has 
created a demand for khaki drill, Condensed milk gains in 
popularity, and a taste for margarine appears to be growing. 

The over-supply of paper—especially printing paper—during 
the year 1904, accounts for the large decrease in importations in 
1905; the trade, how ever, shows signs of improving. 

The value of machinery imported in 1905 was about the same 
as in 1904. Under this heading considerable developments may, 
it is said, be looked for in future years. Jt must be noted, however, 
that most of the bulky machinery reaches Canton by junk from 
Hong Kong, and is dealt with by the Native Customs ; machinery 
to the value of over 200,000 taels was imported during the last 
Native Customs year. 


Articles in 


Demand at 
Canton. 





JAPAN. 


The following extracts from the report* for 1905 of H.M. Consul 
at Kobe (Mr. H. A. C. Bonar) appear to indicate possible openings 
for British trade :— 

The metal returns for the year show a substantial increase under 
all the principal headings, and the tendency 

Metal Goods. of the trade is to improve still further, as is 

evidenced by the new ventures in railways, 
electric tramways, ships’ material, &c., which cause a good 
demand. 





* Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3, 719, to be obtained from Messrs. Wyman & 
Sons. Price 3d. 
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JAPAN —continued. 


Bicycles have remained unnoticed for some years, but it seems 
appropriate to mention their import into Kobe 

Bicycles. last year as having largely increased. The 
import into the whole of Japan of British 

bicycles increased nearly four-fold last year and amounted in 


value to about 30,000. 


As the result of the last half-year’s working in 1905, the. large 
Cotton Spinning cotton-spinning mills, notably the “ Kane- 
Machinery afuchi” and ‘‘Settsu” intend to increase 
their number of spindles, the former by a 

number not yet decided, and the “‘ Settsu” by 30,000. 


A scheme has been decided upon by the Osaka city authorities for 
a an extensive system of electric tramways at a 
Tramway and total cost of 22,000,000 yen (2,000,000/.). An 
electric railway between Osaka and Kioto is 


Railwa 
Seaeenel. also contemplated, with a capital of 200,000/. 


Mr. Bonar also draws attention to the extent to which Osaka does 
now, and must in the near future, export to 


he. "savanna other parts of the Far East, manufactured 
n*- Capital goods which rival those of European origin, 


and suggests that steps might be taken to 
obtain a share in such undertakings. ‘“ As time goes on,” he says, 
‘‘one notices with regret that this line of enterprise has not 
received much attention at the hands of the British, whereas 
American and French investors have been more active. The 
industrial capacity of Osaka is most varied, and there would 
appear to be no limit to the factories that could be estab- 
lished and run with profit.” A list of the principal factories 
existing is given on p. 59 of Mr. Bonar’s report. 

The Consul continues :—‘‘ Much might be said on this subject, 
but conditions and prospects had best be left to the research of those 
who believe that during the next twenty years there are excellent 
opportunities for the foreign capitalist, investor and manufacturer 
in the direction of industrial enterprise in Japan. Naturally these 
efforts will need to be accompanied by much patience and circum- 
spection, and, when possible, Japanese co-operation should certainly 
be sought.” 
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BRITISH TRADE ABROAD. 


Zanzibar.—According to the report of the British Consular 
Agent (Mr. Farler), British trade in Zanzibar appears to more 
than hold its own, with the exception of earthenware, glass and 
hardware, the imports of which are almost entirely of German make. 
‘‘The reason for this,” says Mr. Farler, ‘is cheapness. The natives 
are very poor, they live from hand to mouth, they well know that 
where an article of British manufacture would last them several 
years the same article of German manufacture will be worn out 
in a few months; but then, where they pay 1 rupee for the 
British they can buy the German for half that sum, and it is 
made more taking to the eye. Take a lamp for instance. Here 
are two lamps the same size, the British made of brass, price 2 rs. 
The German, made of some white metal highly polished, burns 
well, gives a good light, price 1 rupee. The native knows that 
the former will last three or four of the German lamps, but he 
buys the German.” 

Mr. Farler advises all British firms wishing to do business with 
Pemba or East Africa to provide price lists written in both 
Gujerati and English, and stating the prices in rupees, annas and 


pies, as well as in sterling. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,716.) 


Bone (Algeria)—The British Vice-Consul at Bone (Mr. A. de 
la Croix) reports that very littie trade is done in that district 
direct from Kngland. The local tradesmen are supplied with 
British goods through the big French houses at Algiers, Marseilles, 
and Paris, whose travellers call at Bone regularly. The Vice- 
Consul thinks that British firms ought to be able to do business at 
Bone by sending their price lists direct to the principal merchants.* 
Prices should be quoted in francs, c.1.f. 


Mengtsz.— The Mengtsz trade report for 1905, issued by the 
Chinese Imperial Maritime Customs, states :— 

“It is a matter for regret that the individual enterprise of 
foreign merchants in these parts does not keep pace with the 
collective energy and commercial zeal shown by railway companies 
and governments. ‘The foreign firms doing business in this part 
of the province confine their energies to supplying the wants of 
the foreign personnel of the company. Their existence is therefore 
of a parasitical nature, and their functions would be more fittingly 
and satisfactorily performed by Chinese compradors, such as are to 
be met with at every coast port of China. These firms have made 
no attempt to drive their roots into the sub-soil of commercial 
intercourse with the natives of the country, and rest content with 
a rich, but merely temporary, sustenance derived from this surface 
soil of railway construction. Little heed is taken of the fact that 
with the completion of the railway they must necessarily die of 
inanition. Paradoxical though it may seem, it is among the 
natives themselves that we find some spirit of enterprise. The 
coming year will see the establishment of two match factories— 
one in the neighbourhood of Lin-an-fu, the most notoriously anti- 
foreign city in the province, the other at Sungming, a town about 
two days’ journey south-east of Yiin-ran-fu, and near the railway 
route.” 





* The Vice-Consul has forwarded a list of probable buyers of British goods in 
Bone, which may be seen at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of 
Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C. 
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RAILWAYS IN INDIA. 


The following particulars respecting railways in India are 
extracted from the Administration Report* for the year 1905, 
recently issued as a Parliamentary publication :— 

During the year 1905, 749 miles of line were opened to traffic, 
bringing the total mileage up to 28,295 miles. There were 627 
miles of line sanctioned during the year. Up to the latest date 
of returns (end of April, 1906) the mileages were— 


Lines open me ... 28,617 
Lines under seieehtuthion ond mnotioned << | one 


The capital outlay from the commencement on open lines and 
lines partly open amounted at the close of the calendar year 1905 
to Rs. 36,693°94 lakhs, and that on lines wholly under construc- 
tion to Rs. 267°:22 lakhs. In addition, Rs. 95°17 lakhs were 
incurred on miscellaneous items (English stores, &c.) connected 
= the railways. The total outlay amounted to Rs. 37,056°33 

S. 

All sanctions for expenditure are given with reference to the 

official year, and the sum of Rs. 1,500 lakhs (10,000,000/.), being 


an increase of 20 per cent. on the previous year, has been provided 
for 1906-7, divided as under :— 





Lakhs. 

(a) For open lines, including Rs. 382 lakhs for 
rolling stock.. sb sed ..- 891°09 

(5) For lines already under construction — 

Begun prior to 1905-6 ... ie saa 380-54: 
2. Begun during 1905-6... he _ 158°37 
(c) For Jimes to be begun in 1906-7 on se 70-00 
Total.. vee ies ... 15,00,00 


With an addition of 749 ae to the open mileage, the gross 
earnings of all Indian railways during the calendar year 1905 
amounted in round figures to Rs. 4,168°09 lakhs, compared with 
Rs. 3,964°97 lakhs in 1904. Of the increase in the gross earnings, 
Rs. 116°50 lakhs were absorbed in additional working expenses. 
The net earnings amounted to Rs. 2,174-09 lakhs, against 
Rs. 2,087°47 lakhs in 1904. These net earnings yielded a return 
on the capital outlay (Rs. 36,693°94 lakhs) on open lines and lines 
partly open of nearly 6 per cent., about the same as that yielded 
in 1904. 

Of the increase of Rs. 203°12 lakhs in the gross receipts, the 
Bengal-Nagpur railway earned Rs. 55°59 lakhs, or 27 per cent., 
the Rajputana-Malwa railway Rs. 51°91 lakhs, or 26 per cent., 
and the remainder was contributed principally by the Great Indian 
Peninsula ; the Bombay, Baroda and Central India; and the Madras 
railways. 


* Cd. 3141.] Price 2s. 9d. Obtainable from Messrs. Wyman & Sons, Ltd., 
Fetter Lane, E.C. 
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The aggregate tonnage of goods carried during the year 1905, 
and the earnings therefrom were 54°94 million tons and Rs. 
2,620°71 lakhs, respectively, an improvement over the previous 
year of 2°89 million tons and Rs. 101°90 lakhs. 

The financial result of the working of the State and Guaranteed 
railways for the year 1905 was a net gain to the State of 263°85 
lakhs of rupees, the largest yet obtained in any year, after 
meeting, in addition to the expenses of working, all charges for 
interest on capital outlay by the State and on capital raised by 
companies, and also the annuity payments for railways purchased 
by the State, including both interest and the portion that 
represents redemption of capital. This is the sixth year in 
succession in which there has been a surplus. 

The following brief notes are given respecting projects for new 
lines :— 

The District Board of Kurnool submitted proposals for the con- 
struction, on the 3 ft. 38 in. (metre) gauge, of the Kurnool Road 
(Dhone), Kurnool Railway (Madras), 32 miles. 

Revised proposals for the construction of the Rawalpindi- 
Muree Railway (Punjaub), 40 miles, on the 3 ft. 3§ in. gauge, are 
under consideration. 

The construction of a 5 ft. 6 in. line from Sarai Kala to Abbottabad, 
about 50 miles, and thence, on the 3 ft. 33 in. gauge, vid Domeli and 
Baramula, to Srinagar, about 160 miles (North-West Frontier 
Province and Kashmir), the latter section to be worked by 
electricity, is under the joint consideration of the Government of 
India and the Kashmir Darbar. 

The terms of concession for the construction of the following 
extensions of the Decca (State) Railway, viz. :— 


Gauge. Miles. 
(a) Mymensingh, vid Netrokona, to Bara 
Ari, with a branch to Gauripur 
(Eastern Bengal and Assam) ... 3S3ft. 3in. 36§ 
(b) Singhjani, vid Sherpur, to Nalitabari 
(Eastern Bengal and Assam) ... 2ft.6in. 25 


are under consideration. 
The following proposals for railways to be constructed were 
received during 1905 :— 
(i.) A light railway from Samastipur to Rowsara (Bengal), 
174 miles, to be financed by the District Board of 
Darbhanga ; 
(ii.) A light railway from Rowsara to Khagaria (Bengal), 
44 miles, to be financed by the District Board of 
Monghyr ; 
(iii.) An extension on the 3 ft. 33 in. gauge of the Ahmedabad 
Parantij railway from Idar Road to Bramhakhed 


(Bombay), 32 miles ; 
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— 


(iv.) A steam tramway from Borjan to Suntak (Eastern 
Bengal and Assam), about 8 miles, of which about 
6 miles is to be on the 3 ft. 3% in. gauge and the 
remainder on the 2 ft. gauge. 

As regards (i.) and (1i.) the District Board have signified their 
intention of withdrawing their proposals in favour of the lines 
proposed by the Bengal and North Western Railway from 
(a) Darbhanga to Khagaria, and (b) from Samastipur, vid Rowsara, 
to some suitable point on (a), provided the lines are undertaken 
within a reasonable time. Projects (iii.) and (iv.) are under 
consideration. 

The following proposals for railways in Aden were under 
consideration on the 3]st December, 1905 :— 

(i.) Construction of a 2 ft. 6 in. gauge line from Aden to 
Nobat Dakim, vidi Lahej, 40 miles ; 
(ii.) Construction of a railway from Aden to Sheikh Othman 


and D’thala. 





MOTOR WAGGONS FOR INDIA. 


The ‘Indian Trade Journal,’ the organ of the Commercial 
Intelligence Department of India, contains an article on the future 
of the motor waggon in India in relation to the transport of 
produce. As no type of general-utility motor capable of plough- 
ing, pumping, or locomotion at will. seems yet to have been 
devised, the writer is of opinion that it will be a long time before 
the motor takes the place of the bullock, even in the matter of the 
transportation of produce. 

India is mainly an agricultural country; and the periodical 
congestion of produce is such that quick transport to the nearest 
railway becomes of enormous importance, and worth paying for at a 
special rate. There are times when, with rolling-stock taxed to its 
utmost, it would be an enormous advantage that produce all along 
the line should be placed beside the rails in a large quantity at a 
given time and place. The requisite condition is one that motor 
traffic can fulfil with much greater certainty than can be expected 
from bullock carts; and it is in the service of this requirement 
that the réle of the motor waggon will be found in India. Indeed 
so much is its rdle identified with the interests of the railway com- 
panies that these latter will probably be the first to enlist it 
seriously as an auxiliary enabling them to get the best use out of 
their rolling-stock in the busy season. 

The motor waggons will have to be such as can be carried on 
trucks from one point of the railway to another; but in many 
cases, though they may serve more than one station, they will 
probably work their way from place to place through the country. 
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They must be simple in construction and have their mechanism 
well protected from dust; while in view of the high temperatures 
to be encountered they must be specially well equipped with 
radiators. Moreover, before the carriage of goods in bulk by 
motor can become generally practicable in India it will be 
necessary either to strengthen many of the ordinary culverts, or 
that such a type of car be adopted as will distribute the weight 
over a number of points. 

Another function to which the motor waggon lends itself is 
that of scout for railway extension. 

As regards the best fuel for the use of motor waggons in India, 
the article points out that the case for kerosene is a strong one 
having regard to the question of the relative ease with which the 
respective fuels can be procured in up-country districts. A list 
of the places in India at which kerosene oil installations and 
depots now exist is given. These places number 570, and are 
most numerous in those tracts where the productivity of the land 
is greatest, so that kerosene is now available wherever there are 
considerable quantities of produce to be moved. 





ACQUISITION OF MINING CONCESSIONS UNDER THE 
NEW TURKISH MINING LAW. 


With reference to the notice that appeared on p. 466 of the 
‘ Board of Trade Journal” of 7th June last, on the subject of the 
new Turkish Mining Law, the Board of Trade are now in 
receipt, through the Foreign Office, of copy of a despatch from 
H.M. Ambassador at Constantinople, in which he states that the 
Ottoman Government have received numerous applications for 
permis de recherche under the provisions of the new Law, but that 
he has so far no reason to believe that any number of the 
applicants are British subjects. He accordingly expresses the 
hope that the opportunity afforded by the new law for developing 
the rich mineral resources of Turkey is one that will not be 


neglected in this country. 





NOTICE TO EXPORTERS OF IRISH GOODS TO FRANCE. 


Merchants and others exporting goods of Irish origin to France 
(whether from British or Irish ports) are requested to indicate 
clearly the fact that such goods are of Irish origin on the 
documents relative thereto forwarded to the consignees of the 
goods in France and upon which the documents remitted to the 
French Customs Authorities are based. 

This procedure is desired in order to enable the French Govern- 
ment to comply with a request of H. M. Government that in the 
published statistics relating to the Foreign Trade of France the 
trade carried on with Ireland should be separately distinguished 
from that carried on with other divisions of the United Kingdom. 
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PROPOSED TARIFF CHANGES, 


AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALTH. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Colonial Office, a 
copy of the Parliamentary Debates in the 
Commonwealth Parlament for 2nd August 
last, on which day the Minister of ‘Trade and 
Custoue moved, in Committee of Ways and 
Means, a revision of the Customs and Excise rates of dete on 
spirits, with proposals as follows :— 


Customs Duties. 


Proposed 
Amended Spirit 
l. Duties. 





Dutiable Goods. Duties. 





That in lieu of the following duties of Customs :— 
(a) Spirits and spirituous compounds, n.e.i., when not ee 
the strength of proof per gallon es Bi 14s. 
(b) Spirits when exceeding the strength of proof per “proof gallon .. 14s. 
imposed by the Customs tariff, 1902, duties of Customs should, from 
the second day of August, 1906, at half-past 4 p.m., , Victorian time, 
be impose: d as follows :— 
Spirits— 
(a) Spirits* and spirituous compounds, n.e.i., when not exceeding 
the strength of proof per gallon... sod 15s. 
(b) When exceeding the strength of proof per proof g gallon _ 15s. 
*Case spirits, in cases of two gallons and under, to be 
charged as two gallons ; over two gallons, and not exceeding 
three gallons, as three gallons; over three gallons, and not 
exceeding four gallons, as four gallons ; and so on. 








Excise Duties. 


That in lieu of the duties of excise imposed by the excise tariff, 
1902 on spirits, duties of excise shall, from the second day of 
August, 1906, at half-past 4 p.m., Victorian time, be imposed upén 
spirits as follows :— 





Dutiable Goods. Duties. 








Spirits, viz. :— 

(1) Brandy distilled wholly from grape wine by a pot still, or similar 
process, at a strength not exceeding 35 per cent. over-proof, 
matured by storage in wood for a period of not less than two 
years, and certified by an officer to be pore nated per proof 
gallon ; 11s. 

(2) Blended brandy distilled partly from erape wine and partly 
from other materials, containing not less than 25 per cent. pure 
grape wine spirit (which has been separately distilled by a pot 
still, or similar process, at a strength not exceeding 35 per cent. 
over-proof), the whole being matured by storage in wood for a 
period not less than two years, certified by an officer to be brandy | 
so blended and matured, per proof gallon ... 126. 

(3) Whisky distilled wholly from .barley malt by n pot still or 
similar process, at a strength not exceeding 35 per cent. over- 
proof, matured by storage in wood for a period of not less than 
two years, and certified by an officer to be pure malt whisky, per 
proof gallon 208 oe ne soe eee eee eee oes 11s, 
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AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALTH —continued. 








Dutiable Goods. | Duties. 








(4) Blended whisky distilled partly from barley malt and partly 
from other materials, containing not less than 25 per cent. of 
pure barley malt spirit (which has been separately distilled by a 
pot still or similar process, at a strength not exceeding 35 per cent. 
over-proof), the whole being matured by storage in wood for a 
period of not less than two years, and certified by an officer to be 
whisky so blended and matured, per proof gallon ... ~~ | 12s. 

(5) Rum distilled from molasses by a pot still or similar process, at 
a strength not exceeding 35 per cent. over-proof, matured by | 
storage in wood for a period of not less than two years, and | 
certifled by an officer to be pure rum, per proof gallon ... 13s. 

(6) Gin distilled from barley malt, grain, or grape wine, matured by | 
storage in wood for a period of not less than two years, and | 


certified by an officer to be pure gin, per proof gallon _... 13s. 
(7) Spirits. n.e.i., matured by storage in wood for a period of not | 

less than two years, per proof gallon... eee Lis, 
(8) Spirits for industrial and scientific purposes, subject to Tegula- 

tions, per proof gallon _... coe ove ow a pee 14s, 
(9) Spirits, n.e.i., per proof gallon one ane sae sa 40s. 
(10) Methylated spirits, subject to regulations — os .. | Free. 
(11) Spirits for fortifying Australian wine, to be used subi <t to | 

regulations — oe ome _ nis “ _ ...| Free. 





A copy of a Bill relating to spirits imported into and distilled in 
Australia has heen received from the Colonial 


s no ome Office, which was intre«uced into the Common- 
 mehhend wealth House of JLepresentatives on 21st 
' August last by the Minister for Trade and 

Customs. 


The Bill, which it is provided shall come into force on a day to be 
fixed by Proclamation, provides, inter alia, that no imported spirits 
shall be delivered from the control of the Customs for human 
consumption after 28th February, 1907, unless the Collector of 
Customs for the State is satisfied that the spirits have been 
matured by storage in wood for a period of not less than two years. 


A similar provision is made respecting Australian spirits. If a 
sample of any spirits is found by the Commonwealth analyst 
unsuitable for human consumption, the Minister may order the 
spirits to he methylated, or, in the case of imported spirits, may 
permit them to be exported or re-distilled in Australia. 


Provisions are made empowering distillers and blenders of 
Australian spirits to obtain, if desired, certificates respecting their 
true description, and also as to the methylation of spirits in the 
Commonwealth. 
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AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALTH -—continued. 


The Board of Trade have also received, through the Colonial Office, a 
copy of a Resolution which was proposed in the 
Sropesal to Commonwealth House of Representatives on 
more Se OB ted, August last, in Committee of Ways and 
Agricultural Means, by the Minister of State for Trade and 
Machines and = toms. 


aageemaate. The following is the full text of the above 
Resolution :— 

That from the 10th day of August, 1906, at 2 p.m., Victorian 
time: 

a) In addition to the duties of Customs imposed by the Customs 
Tariff, 1902,* on the following goods, the following duties 
shall be imposed on the said goods :— 

Manufactures of metal, viz. :-— 

Stripper harvesters, stump jump ploughs, strippers, 
disc cultivators, winnowers horse or other power 12} °/ 

Ploughs other, plough shares, harrows, chaff 
cutters and horse-gear, cultivators other than 
disc, scarifiers, malleable and other castings for 
agricultural implements 7 

b) The following duties of Customs shall be ‘imposed 
on the following goods :— 
Manufactures of metal, viz. :— 

Combined corn sheller, husker and bagger, and 
combined corn sheller and husker 

Plough mould boards 

Corn shellers and corn huskers ... , 

(c) The following goods shall be free of Customs duty :— — 
Manufactures of metal, viz. :— 

Hand-worked rakes and ploughs combined, hay- 
tedders, maize harvesters, maize binders, maize 
planters, mould-board plates in the rough and 
not cut into shape, potato sorters, potato raisers 


or diggers. 


tol 
oO 


bo DO LO 
Son 
ONSNENN 





TARIFF CHANGES 
AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. 


AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALTH. 


A copy of a Supplement (No. 73) has been received, giving 
Customs decisions relating to the rates of duty 
leviable on various articles imported into the 
Australian Commonwealth. 


Customs 
Decisions. 





* A duty of 123 per cent. ad ralorem is imposed on various kinds of agricultural 
machinery by the Tariff Act of 1902. 
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AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALTH —continued. 


The following are the principal decisions given :— 





-_ 


Rates of Import 








Articles and how classed. D 
uty. 
Boots ani shoes— 
’ Slippers, textile, Japanese, also used as socks and worn 
with clogs— 
As boots and shoes, n.e.i. one oes ons ove 25 % ad val. 
*Burners— 
Acetylene gas— 
As metals, manufactures of, n.ei. ee sia os > aa 
Cordage— 
Flexible steel ribbon sash cord— 
As cordages and twines, n.e.i. ... _ poe wis Free. 
Cylinders-- 
Platinum, used by analytical chemist— 
As platinum ose een one eee eee _ Free, 
Grain and pulse— 
Calf meal— 
1 As grain, prepared, n.e.i. - see wee Sse | 28. Gd, per cental. 
Oilmen’s stores-— 


Salt, royal, similar to Cerebos : 
9 
Water elass (consisting of silicate of soda) up to 2 Ib. 15 ¥ ad val. 
packages, for preserving eggs— 
As oilmen’s stores, n.e.i. 


*Paints and colours— 

Artists’ colours, in tin cases, with brushes and palette— 
The colours and brushes— 
/ As artists’ colours, and brushes, viz., hog-hair, 
sable-hair, camel-hair, &c., in albata, tin or 





quill, 4-inch or under, respectively ... ove Free. 
The balance— 
As metal, manufactures of, n.e.i.... ove eee 20 % ad val. 
*Paints and colours— 
Blundell’s sanitary paint— 
As paints, prepared for use... si _ ‘in 4s. per cwt. 
Paper— 
*Roofing, definition of — 
Paper which has undergone a process of saturation 
with tar, to make it impervious to the weather ... —_ 
Prime Farina (a potato starch)— 
As starch on dal ven oe ce aoe aie 2d. per lb. 
Quills, split— 
: As articles, other -_ snd - - _ ins Free. 
Spoons— 
Ivory mustard— 
As articles, other... woe act we one oa Free. 
Stationery— 
Strawboard, cut into squares, for bottoms and tops of 
paper bags— | 
As stationery, manufactured ... ove eee eee 25 % ad ral. 
Vegetaline (cocoa butter)— | 
As cocoa and chocolate, ground, Xc. on ote _ 1d. yer lb. 








* Revised decisions. 
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NEW ZEALAND. 

The “New Zealand Gazette” for 9th August last contains a 
Governor’s Order (No. 176), dated 3rd August, 
Duty on Rag 

1906, notifying that, whereas raspberry acid 
Raspberry Acid. 

possesses properties in whole or in part which 

can be used for a similar purpose as table vinegar, the duty on 
such “raspberry acid” shall be the same as that imposed on table 
vinegar, viz., 6d. per gall., on importation into New Zealand. 


The same issue of the “Gazette” contains a Commissioner’s 
Order (No. 817), dated 6th August last, in 
which it is provided that ‘iron fittings for 
whiffletrees” (and not ‘“‘ whiffletrees” only, as 
notified in a previous Order) will be treated as carriage and cart 


materials, and may consequently be imported free of duty into 
New Zealand. 


Customs 
Decision. 





CAPE OF GOOD HOPE. 
The Agent-General for the Cape of Good Hope has communicated 
Noticeas to Mark. the following extract from a letter dated 12th 
ing Gpirituons September, 1906, he has received from the 
areemenens? tin soar sd the Treasurer of the Cape Colony :— 
ene “The present Customs Union Tariff provides 
‘“ that when medicinal and toilet preparations and essences, syrups, 
“and tinctures contain more than 3 per cent. of proof spirit they 
‘shall be entered under item 36 B of the Tariff as spirits and 
‘“‘ pay a duty of 20s. per imperial gallon. 
‘It would greatly facilitate the work of the Customs Depart- 
‘‘ ment, and assist importers, if this fact could be brought to the 
‘‘ notice of manufacturers and suppliers of these articles in order 
“that they may take steps to always indicate on their invoices 
“ those preparations that contain spirit, and give the total quantity 
“in gallons and fractions thereof of the liquid contents, as duty is 
“‘ not levied on the proof gallon under item 36 B of the Tariff.” 


With reference to previous Notices which have appeared in the 
‘“ Journal” with regard to the duty leviable on 
catalogues, &c., on importation into the South 
African Customs Union, the Board of ‘Trade 
have now received, through the Colonial Office, a copy of a further 
Despatch from the Cape Government, dated Ist September, 1906, 
in which it is notified that the clearance fee of 6d.is not at present 
levied on single catalogues and price lists despatched through the 
ost. 

‘ It is added, however, in the present Despatch ‘that the question 
whether the duty should be levied under item 43 of the tariff* only 
on catalogues, price lists, &c., of firms domiciled in South Africa, 
is now under the consideration of the several Administrations con- 
cerned in the South African Customs Union.” 


* That is, 25 per cent. ad valorem, or 2d. per 1b., whichever is the greater, with 
a rebate of 3 per cent. ad valorem, if entitled to preferential treatment. 


Importation of 
Catalogues, &c. 
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CAPE OF GOOD HOPE—continued. 


The Board of Trade have received a copy of “ The Wine, Brandy, 
| Whisky and Spirits Act, 1906 (No. 42 of 1906), 
which was assented to on August 31st last, and 
Prohibition of which lays down rules providing that the use shall 

be prohibited of certain “ foreign substances ” in 


Use of “ Foreign ; stance 
Substances.” = whisky and other spirits in the 


Wines and 
Spirits: 


The Act provides, inter alia, that no person shall import into 
the Colony, for the purpose of sale within the Colony, under any 
name, label, brand, or designation provided for in the Act, any 
article of diet provided for in the Act, which is not of the nature, 
substance and quality of the article designated by such name, 
label, brand or designation, or demanded by any person who may 
purchase the same. 

Regulations are laid down under which imported wines and 
spirits may be examined on landing at any port in the Colony, 
and if the samples taken for analysis are found to contravene any 
of the provisions of the present Act, such wines and spirits may be 
forfeited and destroyed, or otherwise disposed of, at the direction 
of the Treasurer of the Colony. 

The Act, which defines at considerable length the term “ foreign 


substance,” may be seen at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of 
the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C. 


STRAITS SETTLEMENTS, 


The Board of Trade have received a copy of the “ Straits Settle- 
Liquors ments Government Gazette Extraordinary ” for 
Ordinance, 1906 14th August last, containing an Ordinance 

' ' (No. 19 of 1906), which provides for the 
consolidation and amendment of the Law relating to the collection 
of excise revenue upon intoxicating liquors in the Straits 
Settlements. 

The Ordinance, which will come into operation on 1st January, 
1907, repeals the Liquors Ordinances Nos. 11 of 1904 and 10 of 
1906, while it, at the same time, makes provision for the imposition 
of revised duties on spirituous and alcoholic liquors as follows :— 





Dols. c. 
Spirituous liquors ... re ... 2 40 per gallon. 
Sparkling wines _ ves mn a ie 
Still wines ... ne oe - 


Other intoxicating liquors (excepting 
native wines and spirits and toddy 
which shall be free from duty) ... 0 24 “i 
It is further provided that the duty upon intoxicating liquors 
imported by sea shall be payable before the removal from the ship, 
unless they be removed into a bonded warehouse or another ship. 
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STRAITS SETTLEMENTS —continued. 


If such liquors are forthwith removed into a bonded warehouse, 
the duty shall be payable before removal from such warehouse, 
unless for export or another bonded warehouse, and in the latter 
case the quantity removed must not be less than 40 gallons. 

If imported by land the duty upon intoxicating liquors shall be 
payable at such time and place as may be prescribed by rules. 

When distilled, made or prepared in the Colony, the duty shall 
be payable before the removal of such liquors from the factory. 

The present Ordinance also empowers the Governor to “ farm ” 
the rights of collecting and retaining the duties imposed on in- 
toxicating liquors, whilst provisions are also given relating to the 
import, export, distillation, manufacture and retail sale of intoxi- 
cating liquors and bhang, the storage and sale of dutiable liquors, 
and licences to retail intoxicating liquors, &c. 

The Ordinance, together with rules made thereunder, which are 
of considerable length, may be seen at the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C. 


The same issue of the “ Gazette” contains an Ordinance (No. 20 

' ; of 1906), which was assented to by the Governor 

Opium — of the Straits Settlements on 3rd August last, 

1906. for the purpose of consolidating and amending 

the law for collecting an excise revenue on opium and the prepara- 
tions thereof in the Colony. 

The Ordinance under notice, which will come into operation on 
1st January, 1907, repeals the ‘Opium Ordinance, 1904” and its 
amending Ordinances, while, at the same time, it makes provision 
for regulating the storage, sale, manufacture, importation and ex- 
portation of opium and chandu. 

The “ Gazette ” also contains rules which have been made under 
the Ordinance, and may be consulted by persons interested on 
application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of 


Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C. 





SOUTHERN RHODESIA: 


The ‘Cape of Good Hope Government Gazette” for the 31st 
August last contains a notification to the effect 
that colonial spirits imported into Southern 
Rhodesia must be consigned to one of the 
following ports of entry, viz.: Plumtree, Buluwayo, Gwelo, 
Salisbury, Umtali, or Victoria Falls. 

Exporters of colonial spirits are further warned that in the 
event of delivery to consignees at stations, other than above 
specified, without the needful Customs entries being passed in 
advance, such spirits will be liable to forfeiture, and that the 
consignees will be liable to prosecution. 


Importation of 
Colonial Spirits. 
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TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Colonial Office, a 
Seupevtation of copy . = Ordinance (No. 18 of 1906), dated 
Food. ‘3rd July last, relating to the importation of 
food into the Colony of Trinidad and Tobago. 
The present Ordinance provides that on the importation of any 
food into the Colony the Collector of Customs may— 

(a) Detain the same for purposes of examination ; 

(b) Cause a sufficient number of samples to be examined by 
chemical analysis or otherwise ; 

(c) Destroy, or cause to be destroyed, or on application from 
the importer or consignee allow to be re-exported to the 
place of shipment any food which upon analytical or other 
examination is found to be unsound, deleterious or injurious 
to health—provided that the power of destruction shall not 
be exercised except on the authority of the Governor in 
Executive Council after due notice to the importer or his 
agent. 

No compensation shall be payable to any person in respect of 
apy goods destroyed under any of the above provisions. 





RUSSIA—FINLAND. 


With reference to the notice at p. 216 of the “ Journal ” for the 
29th October, 1903, the Board of Trade are now 
in receipt, through the Foreign Office, of infor- 
mation to the effect that the regulation regard- 
and Pistols ; deal Ba 
ne ing the temporary limitation of the right to 
Prohibited. . : 5 
import fire-arms into Finland has been con- 
firmed. It is stipulated that during one year from the Ist 
September, only unrifled fire-arms may be imported; the importa- 
tion of rifles and of all kinds of revolvers or pistols being prohibited. 


Importation of 
Rifles, Revolvers, 





GERMANY. 


With reference to the notice which appeared at p. 308 of the 
Through Traffic “ Journal” for the 14th August, 1902, the 

; Board of Trade are now in receipt, through the 

ma Sheswanin Foreign Office, of information to the effect that 

ant venven the prohibition of the production, importation, 
eens or sale in Germany, of substances possessing a 
higher sweetening power than refined cane or beet sugar under 
the law of 7th July, 1902, does not extend to the “ through traffic” 
in such substances. According toa recent decision of the German 
Reichsgericht, such traffic is permissible, and instructions to that 
effect have been given to the Customs authorities. 
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FRANCE. 

The French “Journal Officiel,” for the 25th September, contains 
Seapintelien ol the text of the regulations issued to give effect 
Machi to the Law of the 29th March, 1904, respecting 
nannany the detention of apparatus capable of being used 

capable of being nv my eee f “og ah ws 5 
used for Coining. for the manuiacture of coin. Such apparatus 
imported into France must be accompanied by 
a declaration mentioning the nature of the apparatus, as well as 
the name, profession and residence of the consignee. ‘The importer 
must satisfy the Customs authorities, by means of a certificate from 
the proper authority, that the consignees are authorised to receive 

the apparatus. 

A copy of the “Journal Officiel,” containing the text of the 
regulations, may be seen by persons interested at the offices of the 
Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basing- 


hall Street, E.C. 





FRANCE-—SPAIN. 

With reference to the notice which appeared at p. 114 of the 
“ Journal ” for 19th July, on the subject of the 
denunciation by the French Government of the 
Franco-Spanish modus vivendi of 1893, the 
Board of Trade are now in receipt, through the 
Foreign Office, of information to the effect that the French 
Government have authorised the prolongation of the modus vivendi 
until lst November next. 


Commercial 
relations between 
France and Spain. 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA—SPAIN. 

With reference to the notice which appeared at p. 469 of the 
‘* Board of Trade Journal” for the 6th Septem- 
ber, on the subject of the reciprocity arrange- 
ment between Spain and the United States of 
America which was signed at San Sebastian on the Ist August, 
the Board of Trade have now received, through the Foreign Office, 
a copy of a Proclamation by the President of the United States, 
dated 27th August, putting into force from the lst September, 
certain concessions accorded to Spain under the provisions of 
Section 3 of the United States Tariff Act. The following is the 
text of the Proclamation :— 

‘Whereas, the Government of Spain has, by Royal Decree 
‘*taking effect lst September, 1906, extended to the products 
‘and manufactures of the United States the rates of duty now 
‘“‘ fixed in the second or minimum column of the Spanish tariff, 
‘‘and has made applicable to the United States every decrease of 
‘“* duty accorded by Spain by law and in the commercial pacts now 
‘‘ made, or which in future shall be made, with other nations 
“‘ (exception being made only of the special advantages conceded to 


Reciprocity 
Arrangement. 
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** Portugal), by which action, in the judgment of the President, 
‘* reciprocal and equivalent concessions are established in favour of 
‘‘ the said products and manufactures of the United States ; 

“Now, therefore, be it known that I, Theodore Roosevelt, 
“ President of the United States of America, acting under the 
‘‘ authority conferred by the third section of the Tariff Act of the 
“ United States, approved 24th J uly, 1897, do hereby suspend, 
“‘ during the continuance in force of said concessions by the 
“ Government of Spain, the imposition and collection of the duties 
‘‘imposed by the first section of said Act upon the articles 
‘“‘ hereinafter specified, being the products of the soil or industry 
‘‘ of Spain; and do declare in place thereof the following rates of 
‘‘ duty provided in the third section of the said Act to be in force 
‘‘and effect on and after Ist September, 1906, of which the 
‘“ officers and citizens of the United States will take due notice, 
“‘ namely :— 

‘‘ Upon argols, or crude tartar, or wine lees, crude, five per 
‘‘ centum ad valorem. 

‘* Upon brandies, or other spirits manufactured or distilled from 
‘‘ grain or other materials, one dollar and seventy-five cents per 
‘** proof gallon. 

‘* Upon still wines, and vermuth, in casks, thirty-five cents per 
‘‘ gallon; in bottles or jugs, per case of one dozen bottles or jugs 
‘ containing each not more than one quart and more than one 
‘‘ pint, or twenty-four bottles or jugs containing each not more 
‘than one pint, one dollar and tw enty-five cents per case, and any 
‘‘ excess beyond these quantities found in such bottles or jugs 
‘‘ sha@l be subject to a duty of four cents per pint or fractional 
‘‘ part thereof, but no separate or additional duty shall be assessed 
‘‘ upon the bottles or jugs. 

‘‘ Upon paintings in oil or water colours, pastels, pen and ink 
” Ploen. ings, and statuary, fifteen per centum ad valorem. 

“In Testimony Whereof, I have hereunto set my hand, and 
** caused the seal of the United States to be affixed. 

‘“ Done at the City of Washington this 27th day of August, in 
“‘ the vear of our Lord, one thousand nine hundred and six, and of 
‘“‘the Independence of the United States of America, the one 


‘‘ hundred and thirty-first. 
THEODORE ROOSEVELT.” 





BRAZIL. 
The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, a 
translation of a circular which has been issued 
by the Customs authorities at Rio de Janeiro, 
explaining what is understood as passengers’ 
or immigrants’ baggage, describing the obliga- 
tions of passengers to Brazilian ports with 


Instructions for 
the Information 
of Passengers to 
Brazilian Ports. 
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regard to the declaration of any dutiable merchandise which they 
may carry with them, and stating the fines or other penalties 
which may be incurred ‘for attempted smuggling, Xe. 

A copy of this circular may be seen by persons interested at the 
Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 78, 
Basinghall Street, B.C. 





ARGENTINE REPUBLIC. 


With reference to the notice which appeared at page 473 of the 
‘“‘ Journal” for 6th September, respecting the 
Regulations issued for giving elfect to the 
Argentine Customs Law for 1906, the Board of 
Trade are now in receipt, through the loreign Office, of a copy of 
a Decree signed by the Minister of Finance on 9th August, relating 
to Article 141 of those Regulations. The Article alluded to 
requires that packages of merchandise imported intoethe Republic 
should bear the mark, number, and name of the importing vessel 
on the sides, and not on the tops. The Decree now issued explains 
that it is only necessary to place the marks or name of the ship on 
one side of the package or case. 

In forwarding this information, H.M. Minister suggests that if 
difficulty arises through the date of shipment, and, consequently, 
through the name of the vesse] not being known beforehand, the 
shipping agents or consignors, or the agents of the ship, might 
affix the name of the vessel with a stencil plate at the time of 
shipment. 


Marking of 
Cases. 





SALVADOR. . 


The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign Office, of 
information to the effect that enamelled 
papier maché in the form of bricks, soffits, 
ceiling centres, chair bottoms, borders, tiles, 
and other similar objects are to be dutiable 
under No. 154 of the Tariff at the rate of 10 centavos per kilog. 


Tariff Classifica- 
tion of Enamelled 
Papier Maché. 





COSTA RICA. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign Office, 
Tariff of a translation of a Costa Rican Decree, dated 
“a ; 4th August, by which oiled cloth clothing, used 
Modification. for protection against rain, is subject to an 
import duty of 30 cents* per kilog., the surcharge of 50 per cent., 
established by the Decree of 27th. April, 1901, being remitted. 
The present Decree came into force on the Ist September last. 





* Kilog, = 2°2046 lbs, ; colon = 100 cents = ls, 11d, 
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? NATAL: 
Referring to the notice on p. 531 of the “ Board of Trade Journal ” 
Wharf for 22nd June, 1905, the Correspondent at 


Durban of the Board of Trade (Mr. A. D. C. 
Agnew) reports that the reclamation of land 
and the construction of a wharf at Congella are 
now so far advanced that the first timber cargo was to be discharged 
about the end of September. It is said that a considerable number 
of ships are following, and that a large tonnage will be carried 
over the Natal railways, which, but for the existence of the 
Congella works, would have been forwarded vid Delagoa Bay. 
Nearly 1,000 feet of wharfage will be available shortly. 


Construction at 
Congella. 





EGYPT: 


The Board of Trade have received from H.M. Consul-General at 
Port Said (Mr. D. A. Cameron) a copy of a 
Transit through — published by the Statistical Department 
io © the Egyptian Ministry of Finance through 

the Sues the courtesy ofthe Suez Canal Company showing 
the navigation in transit through the Canal in 1905. For the first 
time since the opening of the Canal, says Mr. Cameron, the con- 
nection between any two ports north and south of Suez can be traced. 
Mr. Cameron has drawn up an analytical report showing the 
special points of interest in the return, which, together with the 
return itself, may be seen by persons interested at the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C. 


Shipping in 





RUSSIA—FINLAND. 


With reference to the notice on p. 474 of the “ Board of Trade 
Journal” of 6th September, H.M. Consul at 


Regulations as Helsingfors (Mr. C. J. Cooke) reports that, 


Pi: par according to the latest orders from the Russian 
5 seagate Commander of Sveaborg, all navigation is to 
Helsingfors. 


cease from dusk to dawn, until further orders, 
so that once again it is necessary for all masters of British vessels 
entering the harbour of MHelsingfors to follow implicitly the 
directions of their Finnish pilot, as several local vessels have been 
fired upon of late for not complying strictly with the rules at 
present in vogue. The remaining regulations continue in full force. 





FRENCH WEST AFRICA—-IVORY COAST: 


From a report on the condition of the Ivory Coast Railway in 
June, 1906, forwarded by H.M. Consul-General 
Railway Progress. at Dakar (Capt. C. F. Cromie, C.M.G.), it 
appears that the railway is open for provisional 
traffic from Abidjean to kilometre 63. It will be opened as far as 
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Ery Macouguié—76 kilometres (47 miles) by October, 1906. It 
will then be pushed on to the River Aniebi (82 kilometres) to 
obtain water, and also because the Aniebi is a great mahogany 
district, and it is hoped that many of the logs which are too late 
to be floated down the river to the lagoon—an operation which can 
only be performed at high water—will be sent down by rail. 

The second section has been fixed from .Ery Macouguié to the 
River N’Zi (about 109 kilometres, or 68 miles), and the construc- 
tion of the first 20 kilometres has been authorised. 

The portion of the line already constructed is not ballasted, and 
has consequently suffered very severely in places from the heavy rains. 





ITALY. 


The Board of Trade have received a copy of a law passed by the 
hivv; Italian Government providing for the extension 
Shipping of the period for the application of the naviga- 
manas. tion and construction bounties under the law of 
16th May, 1901 (see ‘‘ Board of Trade Journal,” 29th August, 
1901, p. 473) with certain modifications. 

The bounties provided for in Art. IX. of the above law, of 
40 lire per gross ton for iron vessels of a tonnage exceeding 400 
gross tons for steamers and 100 gross tons for sailing vessels, and 
of 10 lire per gross ton for wooden vessels under the same condi- 
tions, are to be applied to vessels launched from Ist July, 1907, to 
80th June, 1908. The sum of 8,000,000 lire fixed as the amount 
to be annually hypothecated will also apply for the financial years 
1906-7 and 1907-8. 

A copy of this law (which contains further information as to 
the cessation of payment of the construction bounties, and 
repayment of duties), as well as the translation of the Law of 
1901, which is published at p. 242-3 of the “ Report on Steamship 
Subsidies ” issued in 1902, may be seen at the Commercial Intelli- 
gence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C. 


H.M. Consul at Venice (Mr. E. de Zuccato) in his report for 1905 
reviews the report of the Italian Royal Com- 
mission appointed to investigate the practica- 
bility of barges being navigated on the River 
Po for the transport of goods to and from 
Venice and Milan. A survey was made during 
the period of low water, from the point where the Ticino flows 
into the Po to the mouth of the latter, with a view of ascertaining 
as far as possible—taking into account the extreme mobility of 
the river bed—the best navigable route for the above-mentioned 
purpose. 

It appears that, with a comparatively small expenditure, the 
Po might be rendered navigable for traflic during the whole 


Proposed Goods 
Service : 
Venice—Milan 
vid River Po. 
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year, the more so as it is never frozen over. It is presumed 
that the required power for towing the barges might be cheaply 
produced by the waterfalls that are plentiful everywhere, and the 
energy might be. supplied through alternate stations along the 
river. The best method of towing the barges would appear ‘to be 
by suitably-designed light tractors, running either on a line built 
along the canal bank, or on an overhead railway supported on 
masts erected on the sides of the canal. Small tugs, electrically 
propelled, might be used in those parts of the river w vhere it would 
not be pos ssible to get a tow-path made for the tractors. 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


H.M. Consul at Chicago (Mr. A. Finn) has forwarded a table 
Freicht Rates showing the rates charged by the Baltimore 
go and Ohio Railroad from Chicago to New York, 
from Chicago 
Philadelphia, Baltimore, and Boston, on goods 
on Goods for ; hatedh axeiiiaill noe (1) fae fe ag? 
Export. in car load weights w en ( ) for omestic (v.€., 
United States) use, and (2) for export. 


This table may be seen at the Commercial Intelligence Branch 
of the Board of ‘Trade. 73, Basinghall Street, E.C. 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA—PHILIPPINE 
ISLANDS. 


A telegram has been received at the Foreign Office from H.M. 
il Ambassador at Washington to the effect that 
Abolition of “gr P 
mere he is informed by the United States Govern- 
eee ae t that the Philippine Islands navigati 
Tonnage Duss. ment. tha e Philippine Islands navigation 
and tonnage dues have been abolished from 
lst September. 





ARGENTINE REPUBLIC. 


The “ Boletin Oficial” of 6th July contains a Decree regulating 
the unloading of inflammable material in the 
port of Buenos Ayres. Under these regulations 
the following materials are not admitted to the 
port and must be discharged at La Piata: 

Sulphuric, nitric, and hydrofluoric acids; 
aleohol in casks or demijohns, sulphur, benzine, 
carbide of calcium, ethers of all kinds, phosphorus, matches of all 
kinds, gas in cylinders, petroleum, naphtha, tar, sulphide of carbon, 
and essence of terebenthine. 

A limited amount of these materials may, however, be unloaded 
in the port of Buenos Ayres provided that certain precautions are 
observed and the inflammable goods contained in the cargo do not 
exceed a total of 25 tons. 


Discharge of 
Inflammable 
Goods at Buenos 
Ayres: Restric- 
tive Regulations. 
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MINERALS, METALS AND MACHINERY. 


BRITISH INDIA. 


The Director-General of Commercial Intelligence in India, in his 
. review* of the foreign trade of that country in 
Machinery Trade Ott datas then th : oe 
in 1905-6. o-0, remarks that t e continuous growth in 
the importation of machinery is one of the most 
healthy features of Indian trade, and was remarkable in the year 
under notice. In the three years before the cycle of bad seasons 
arrested the economic growth of the country, the figures were as 
follows: 1894-95, Rs. 244°24 lakhs; 1895-96, Rs. 323°74 lakhs ; 
1896-97, Rs. 350°9 lakhs. This last figure remained the record 
till 1904-05, when Rs. 402-7 lakhs was attained. In 1905-06 this 
was exceeded by no less than 22:2 per cent., which brings the total 
value to Rs. 491-97 lakhs, the net increase being Rs. 89°24 lakhs. 
The year was an exceptional one, more especially in respect 
of the great activity in the textile industries ; and although the 
installation of new cotton and jute plant is proceeding actively, it 
is doubtful whether the same rate of progress can be maintained in 
the current year. Bengal imported machinery to the value of 
Rs. 236 lakhs, which is 20°6 per cent. above the figure for 1904-00. 
Almost the whole of this increase of Rs. 40°27 lakhs is accounted 
for by the increase from Rs. 94°25 lakhs to nearly Rs. 125 lakhs in 
jute machinery, while in Bombay the increase is due to additions 
to plant in cotton mills. In Bombay the increase has exceeded 
that in Bengal and amounts to Rs. 54°5 lakhs, or 44°9 per cent. of 
the value for that port in 1904-5. The total value is Rs. 175°6 lakhs 
against Rs. 121 lakhs in the previous year. The extent to which 
the extraordinary activity of the year was, however, confined to the 
two main textile industries is emphasised by the fact that in the 
provinces, other than Bengal and Bombay, the value of machinery 
imported actually receded from Rs. 85°8 lakhs to Rs. 80°3, the 
fall being one of 6°4 per cent. 
The totals of the various classes of machinery imported into all 
India were as follow :— 

















—— 1904-35. 1905-6. 

Rupees. Rupees. 
Steam-engines and parts... basa — oo 1,97,04,000 1,02,82,000 
Textile machinery 200 _ eas — 2,46,32,000 
Electrical . ine one sain kt . 23,06,000 
Mining s ee eee we | 5,91,000 
Other descriptions of machinery ... +0 vos | ],13,&6,000 
4,02,70,000 4,91,97,000 








* See notice on p. 36. 
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SOUTH AFRICA. 
The following figures showing the quantity of coal produced in 
; South Africa in the year 1905, as compared 
Coal Production. ith the preceding year, are taken from the 
report for 1905 of the Port Elizabeth Chamber of Commerce :— 














1904. | 1905. 
sccm ie Kaan al tia caaalls 

| 
Cape Colony ... o ats owe ine a 172,785 164,112 
Natal ... sen on ei “ ‘ins pail 858,298 1,129,407 
Transvaal nee ne vee _ _ n 2,409,033 2,606,799 
Rhodesia ah ome ii jie iia oe | 59,678 97,191 
Orange River Colony oe one jan — — 47,926 

{ 











VICTORIA. 
With reference to the statistics of the mineral production of 
Victoria in 1905, published in the “ Board of 
Beeman one Trade Journal” of 16th August, p. 324, a copy 
PE Ae tig report for that year of the Victorian 
Deporte. Department of Mines has been received at the 
Board of Trade. 

According to this report the kaolin and other clay deposits of 
Victoria, both pottery and pigment clays, are numerous and valu- 
able, but, except near Melbourne and Bendigo, attention is con- 
fined to ordinary brick clays, while pigment clays are almost 
entirely neglected throughout the State. Kaolin of good quality 
occurs in many places. At Egerton 489 tons, valued at 4682., 
were raised, while at Axedale a deposit is being worked, but 
operations are hampered by the somewhat heavy railway freights. 
At the latter place 100 tons, valued at 45/., have been raised. 
Fer the year 1904, the value of the clay (according to the Govern- 
ment Statist) manufactured was as follows: pottery, 31,438/.; pipes 
and tiles, 53,4541. ; and bricks, 129,138/. The figures for 1905 are 
not yetavailable. There is, says the report, a great future before the 
clay industry, and it is a matter for wonder that such an important 
source of wealth is so little developed. ‘There is no valid reason 
why it should not attain the importance among the products of 
the State that it has among those of the United States of America 
and Europe. The same remark applies to the building-stone in- 
dustry, which is in an even Jess developed state. There are several 
quarries that produce basalt, granite, slate, and flagstone, but the 
quantity placed on the market is infinitesimal compared with the 
available supply ; while in the case of various kinds of porphyry, 
marble, and freestone, there is, as yet, little or nothing done 
regarding their utilisation, though beautiful stone occurs in 
numerous parts of the country. Many of these occurrences are in 
localities rather difficult of access, but there are others which are 
easily accessible, though still remaining undeveloped. During 
1904, the approximate value of stone raised was 44,9431. 
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VICTOR IA—continued. 


With regard to dredging, the report states that this branch of the 
mining industry continues to make good 
Seas sae progr i The total quantity of material iui 
DEergng. during 1905 by bucket-dredging, pump- 
sluicing, and jet elevating was 13,450,945 cubic yards, as against 
10,192,400 cubic yards for the year 1904. The gold obtained 
amounted to 72,953 ozs., as against BBQ57 ozs. The quantity of 
stream tin won during the period under notice was nearly 95 tons, 
valued at 8,428/. In all 82 dredge-mining plants, comprising 
26 bucket-dredges, 49 pump hydraulic sluices, 6 jet elevators, and 
2 rotary hydraulic plants, were in operation. On 31st December, 
1905, the number of plants in course of construction was 38, and 
the total amount expended in plants to that date 349,8111. 


ROUMANIA,. 
H.M. Chargé d’Affaires at Bucharest (Mr. D. Crackanthorpe) has 
forwarded statistics of the production of 
Roumanian petroleum during the first half of 
1906, with comparative figures for the first half 
of 1905, from which the following are extracted :— 





Petroleum 
Production. 














First half, First half, 
ee 1905, 1906. 
Metric tons. Metric tons. 
Production of crude petroleum ... _ v0 272,167 404,358 
Production of petroleum refineries oe one 223,761 352,287 
Export— 
Raw distilled petroleum _ _ sie | 19,904 18,387 
OO Seeger aay aes 98,913 
Benzine ... om _ non wie —— 26,045 34,016 








ECUADOR. 
The following particulars of the import of coal into Ecuador are 


taken from a report on this subject forwarded 
Coal Imports. by H.M. Consul at Guayaquil (Mr. A. Cart- 

















wright) :— 
From— 1904. 1905, 
. ——|“Tons.) ‘Tons, 
Australia ... _— — pom site sac ae wo! 12,007 13,809 
United Kins gdom.. wi és we ime son ool 374 9,368 
Other countries ... Rh ane dee a as ee 756 — 
Total 13, 137 23,177 








‘‘Other countries ” refers to coal in ballast, which usually comes 
from the United Kingdom. The imports in 1902 and 1903 
amounted to 8,133 tons and 7,700 tons respectively, nearly all 
from Australia. 

The increase is due to the employment of coal on the Quito 
railway. 
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YARNS AND TEXTILES. 


Production of 


Cotton Yarn and 


BRITISH INDIA. 


According to the Review of the Foreign 
recently 
cotton yarn and cloth in 
the last three years was as follows :— 


1905-6, 


issued, 


Trade of India in 


the 


production of 


the Indian mills in 












































Cloth. 
1903-04. | 1904-05. 1905-06. 
e | 
| | 

Yarn. mee. Yarn. | Cloth. | Yarn. | Cloth. 
a Dee | 1,000’s | 1,000’s | | ~1,000’s | 1,000’s | 1,000’s | 1,000’s 
| of lbs. | of lbs. | of lbs. of lbs. | of lbs. | of lbs, 
Bombay sl 414,932] 112,717 | 422,249| 130,998) 491,609| 131,898 
Other parts of India | 163,827 | 25,327) 156,132|} 27,749) 189,310} 31,982 

| 
Total ...| 578,759 | 138,044 578,381] 158,747] 680,919 | 163,880 











The Review adds: ‘‘ Additions to spindles have amounted in 
all to 37,454, of which 7,359 are in Bombay, 22,823 were in 
Bengal, and 6,222 in Madras. In looms the additions were 4,976, 
of which 4,474 were in Bombay. And since it may be assumed 
that every spindle and loom has worked to its utmost output 
during the exceptional year under review it is possible to compute 
for the first time that the average capacity per spindle and per 
loom, respectively, under Indian conditions is 131°77 lbs. of yarn 
and 3,221°29 lbs. of cloth per annum.” 





JAPAN. 


On account of their relation to British trade and industry, the 
Cotton Spinning manufacture and export of cotton yarns in 
Indust Kobe and Osaka are dealt with at length in 
ne the recent report of H.M. Consul at Kobe 
(Mr. H. A. C. Bonar). The spinning industry in Japan was, he 
says, most prosperous in 1905, the profits realised by the mills 
and the quotations for their shares reaching unexpectedly high 
figures. Mr. Bonar gives on pp. 07-8 of his report*® a table 
showing the working capacity and financial position of the cotton 
spinning mills in the district at the end of 1905, from which the 
following figures are taken :— 
Total capital 
reserve fund 


29,418,850 yen. 
. ... 10,019,715 ,, 
profit for last six mentinn al 1905... 6,737,470 _,, 
,, number of spindles 1,188,740 
The number of spindles working in the rest of Japan is given as 
241,977, making a grand total of 1,430,717 as compared with 
818,741 in 1895. 


ad Foreign Office, ‘Annual Series, 3,719, obtainable from Messrs, Wyman & Sons, 
price 3d. 


99 


99 
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AGRICULTURE. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


The prices of British corn per quarter of 8 bushels, as received 

from the inspectors and officers of Excise 

Corn Prices. in the week ended the 29th September, 1906, 
were as follows :— 


Wheat ... - a ... 25s. Yd. 
Barley ... al ool ... 248s. 8d. 
Oats a ... 16s. 2d. 


For further particulars see Pp. 42, 


A statement is published on p. 43, showing the quantities of 
eneete of Aast- the various descriptions of agricultural produce 
aaa 1P rw imported into the United Kingdom during the 
. an sroduce. week ended the 29th September, with com- 


parative figures for the corresponding weeks in 1905. 





QUEENSLAND. 


The Correspondent at Melbourne of the Board of Trade (Mr. H. P. 
Cotton Wollaston) reports that the production of seed 
Production cotton in Queensland, during the first six 
: months of 1906, amounted to 20,267 lbs. The 

ginned cotton produced was 3,808 Ibs., the whole of which was 


exported. 





MISCELLANEOUS, 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


The number of bales of cotton imported into the United Kingdom 
during the week ended the 27th September, 
Cotton Statistics. 1906, was 31,984 (including 317 bales British 
West African), and the number imported during 
the thirty-nine weeks ended the 27th September was 2,369,344 
(including 5,423 bales British West Indian and 5,984 bales British 
West African). As regards exports, the figures are, for the week 
ended the 27th September, 1906, 3,651 bales, and for the thirty- 
nine weeks, 259,707. 
For further details see p. 42. 





BRITISH INDIA. 


The Board of Trade have received a copy of the report by Mr. F. 
Noel-Paton, Director-General of Commercial 
Foreign Trade = 74.2): he G mee geen ete 
1905-6, inte igence to the overnment of India, review 

ing the foreign trade of India for the twelve 
months ended 3lst March, 1906, as compared with previous years. 
‘he value of the principal categories of the imports into, and exports 
from, British India for the last two official years have already been 
published in the “‘ Accounts relating to the Trade and Commerce of 
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Miscellaneous. 





certain Foreign Countries and British Possessions” (the number 
containing figures received up to the 3lst May), issued by the 
Commercial Department of the Board of Trade. 

The report deals with the trade of British India in detail by 
groups of articles, with the Customs revenue, shipping, the frontier 
trade and the coasting trade, Xc. 





NEW ZEALAND. 


“New Zealand Trade Review” publishes the following sta- 
tistics of the trade of New Zealand during the 
year ended 30th June, 1906, as compared with 
the year ¢ ended 30th June, 1905 :-— 


The 


Trade in 1905-6. 



































lespente into New Exports from New 
Zealand. Zealand. 
1904-5 1905-6. 1904-5. 1905-6. 
| 
£ £ £ £ 

North Island 7,151,820 | 7,713,363 8,684,316 | 9,804,047 
South Island ... 5,046,921 5,142,075 6,666,536 | 7,859,093 
Parcels Post (both Islands) . 177,169 197,018 19,893 20,903 
Total ‘ 12,375,910 | 13,052,456 || 15,370,745 | 17,684,043 
Specie (both Islands) on 316,009 816,586 9,658 22,646 
Grand total 12,691,919 | 13,869,042 || 15,380,403 | 17,706,689 








The following table shows the value of the — articles 
exported from New Zealand during 1904-5 and 1905-6 























1904-5. 1905-6 
£ £ 

Wool 5,468,566 6,605,790 
Meats, frozen, preserved, ke. 2,811,688 2,991,497 
Gold 1,974,739 2,153,047 
Butter 1,417,984 1,540,327 
Hemp ... 720,921 721,457 
Sheepskins 417,419 640,513 
Kauri gum 480,718 561,966 
Tallow 347,620 417,576 
Grain (wheat, oats, &e. 5, flour, meal, ‘&e. 273,278 317,229 
Timber ... 298,517 303,148 
Cheese 180,215 300,056 
Silver 114,177 136,226 
Coal 126,169 113,466 
Grass seed _ 84,045 106,491 
Other articles ... 510,738 638,728 

Total New Zealand produce 15,226,794 17,547,516 
Re-exports 143,951 136,527 
Specie 9,658 22,646 

Totals 15,380,403 17,706,689 
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RUSSIA. 


The Acting British Consul-General at Odessa (Mr. Picton Bagge) 
a has forwarded a translation of a report on the 
wy grain trade of Odessa from which it appears 
eaten of that the second half of the grain campaign, 
= 1905-06, proved as unsatisfactory as the first. 
— The falling off in exports is attributable, 
amongst other causes, to the reduction in the quantities of grain 
brought down from the Dnieper wharves, which is due to the 
competion of Kherson. Of 37,000,000 pouds exported during the 
first seven months of 1906 (as compared with 38,000,000 pouds 
during the corresponding period of 1905), only about 10,000,000 
pouds of grain arrived at Odessa by water, while as a rule the 
arrivals by water form more than 50 per cent. of the total exports. 
The competition, however, of Kherson appears less to be 
apprehended this year than last, as the quality of grain to be 
shipped thence is not high—it being damp and light—and incon- 
venient for loading w ithout being mixed with dry grain of higher 
quality, such as is not now available in Kherson, so that much of 
this grain will have to be directed to Odessa, there to be mixed 
with grain received by water from Akkermann and by rail. The 
exports of grain from Kherson are also expected to decline owing 
to the banks there refusing to be guarantee for the quality and 
quantity of grain shown in the bills of lading. The small 
exporters suffer therefore from want of credit, and there are few 
large exporters in Kherson. Thus Odessa may have a chance to 
receive the Dnieper grain of late laden for abroad in Kherson. 


NoTE.—1,000,000 pouds = 16,121 tons. 





DENMARK-—ICELAND, 


A telegram has been received at the Board of Trade from H.M. 
Establishment of Consul at Reykjavik (Mr. J. Vidalin) to the 
4 effect that cable communication between Great 
CableCommunica- piitsin and that pl tablished on th 
son eal ritalin an at place was established on the 


Great Britain. 29th September. 





FRENCH COLONIES. 


The following estimates of the amount of capital invested in the 
Capital French Colonies are taken from an article in the 
—, ‘‘ Revue de Statistique ” based on the report on 
Invested in 7 . 
mentiitt Gitentng the French Colonial Budget of 1906 :— 
The total amount of capital invested in the 
various colonies is estimated at 1,726,000,000 francs (about 
69,040,000/.) distributed as follows :— 





so 
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Miscellaneous. 
Coiony. Capital Invested. 
Millions of Francs, 
Indo-China ... ™ poor an _ ve ne sad 545 
French West Africa.. ra lia one site wale coe] 224 
Madagascar ... eee eve ose _ ove ose ose! 190 
Guadeloupe ... ons coe oe eo one eee es] 138 
New Caledonia _— wes ae nae one veel 114 
Martinique | 100 
Réunion | 100 
French Guiana 80 
Somali Coast... ~— wee iis sins sans ate pala 64 
French India.. e inte sini ahd me Sins otal 63 
es ongo” - wide oe = _ ote eee) 60 
St. Pierre and Miquelon on ene cee ine ose ope] 21 
Comoro Isles.. oe tens ie sa jin on fe, 14 
French Oceania ie el tail ane ida — “| 12 
BELGIUM. 


H.M. Consul-General at Antwerp (Sir Cecil Hertslet) remarks in 
’ his recent report that the Belgian law of 
sax - Foreign 29th March, 1906, is of considerable importance 
Limited Liability , site th. tie elie . 
; o the many large limited liability companies 
Companies. of British nationality established in that 
country. Previous to the passing of this law all British firms 
established in Belgium were exempt from the trading tax of 2 per 
cent. on their net profits imposed upon firms of Belgian nationality 
by the State, although in the provinces of Brabant and Liége a 
provincial tax of 2 per cent. was imposed upon all limited liability 
companies. British companies were only subordinate to the then 
existing law in so far as the compulsory periodical inspection of 
accounts and archives was concerned. In estimating the net 
profits of a company of Belgian nationality the law admits of the 
deduction of the expenses incurred by the home company, and of 
a certain proportion of the outgoings in regard to branches of such 
companies established in other “countries. 

The new law places limited companies, or branches thereof, of 
British nationality established in Belgium on the same footing as 
Belgian companies by the imposition of the trading tax of 2 per 
cent. on the net profits of such companies. 


Until recently a tax of 20 frs. a year was imposed on commercial 
_ travellers offering their goods for sale in 
Abolition of ~y Belgium, being practically equivalent to a 
on Commercial jawker’s licence. Sir C. Hertslet, in reporting 
Travellers. on the abolition of this tax (see ‘“‘ Board of 
Trade Journal” of 18th January last, p. 131), remarks that at the 
present time commercial travellers of every trade are permitted to 
dispose of their goods and advertise the wares of their firms without 
the payment of a fee. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,720.) 
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AUSTRIA~HUNGARY. 


The following extracts from the report for 1905 of the Budapest 
eoutanie Chamber of Commerce, relative to the economic 
condition of Hungary, have been received from 


ee os, H-M. Consul-General at Budapest (Mr. F. 8. 
ungary in 1905. Clarke) :— 

Of the many heavy losses incurred by Hungary through 
political and economic complications, the heaviest were 
caused by the restriction of industrial activity. To this, the 
immense increase in emigration contributed. The fact that 
Hungarian solvency was unshaken, and commerce with foreign 
countries unimpaired must be taken as a favourable symptom. 
Strikes have not ceased, but are of less duration, owing to labour 
leaders having turned their attention to political agitation. 
Railway traffic receipts were high, due in part to the good 
harvest of the previous year, and at one time the want of railway 
trucks made itself severely felt. Receipts from indirect taxes, 
&c., were also higher. 

Many branches of home industries, especially those of the 
larger industries and manufactories were compelled to remain 
inactive. The non-employment, or the diminution of funds for 
public works also caused heavy losses to industry. Iron foundries 
and machine factories suffered most. The mills worked from the 
beginning of the year until the 3lst of August with reduced 
hands and with profitless results. Notwithstanding these un- 
favourable conditions the turnover of the Budapest Stock 
Exchange rose from 331°9 million crowns (13,829,100/.) in 1904 
to 387°5 million crowns (16,145,800/.) in 1905. 





ROUMANIA. 


H.M. Chargé d’Affaires at Bucharest (Mr. D, Crackanthorpe) has 
forwarded a report relative to the industrial 
development which has taken place in the 
Dobrudscha district since its annexation to 


Development of 
the Dobrudscha. 


Roumania. 

It appears that in that district during the past 25 years the 
population has increased from 147,246 to 297,800, an increase 
which is not solely due to immigration, since the excess of births 
over deaths rose from 1,275 in 1880 to 8,059 in 1905. The area 
under cultivation extended from 241,597 hectares in 1885 to 
608,492 hectares in 1905, the yearly yield of corn and barley 
having tripled, while that of oats has more than decupled. The 
Dobrudscha is essentially a horse and cattle breeding district, and 
considerable progress has been achieved in this direction, although 
sheep rearing has suffered a decrease owing to the opening up of 
land to cultivation. The revenue from fisheries increased from 
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9,600/. in 1880 to 76,0007. in 1905, chiefly through improved 
means of communication. -Export trade increased from 46,000,000 
metric tons in 1880 to 353,000,000 metric tons in 1905, and im- 
port trade from 8,000,000 to 73,000,000 metric tons. Road com- 
munication has increased in the Dobrudscha from 105 miles at the 
time of its incorporation with Roumania to 705 miles in 1905. 


Hectare = 2°47 acres. 


MOROCCO. 


The British Vice-Consul at Algiers (Mr. E. W. Smith) reports 
that by virtue of Article 60 of the General Act 
of the Algeciras Conference, the right of 
foreigners to acquire land anywhere in Morocco, 
accorded to them by Article 11 of the Madrid 
Convention of 1880, is duly recognised, con- 
ditional upon their obtaining the consent of the local authority, 
which consent, under Article 60, is not to be refused without 
good reason. 

Hitherto, says the Vice-Consul, although this right was duly 
recognised, the condition that the previous consent of the local 
authority must be obtained has been tantamount to a prohibition 
to foreigners acquiring land anywhere, except in the immediate 
neighbourhood of the coast towns. 

The Vice-Consul adds that although foreigners have hitherto 
been unable to obtain the necessary permission to acquire real 
property in the interior of Morocco, yet a certain amount of foreign 
capital is invested in such property. ‘The method whereby this 
transaction is executed is, he says, generally as follows :—The 
foreigner desirous of thus investing his capital chooses a Moorish 
subject and goes into partnership with him, the land being 
acquired in the name of the native partner, the money, or at any 
rate a large part of it, being supplied by the foreigner. The land 
thus acquired is put under cultivation or used as pasture for 
cattle, the joint property of the partners. The native partner does 
not necessarily enjoy foreign protection, but at the same time 
cannot be imprisoned without previous notice being given to the 
authority of his European partner. 





Conditions of 
Acquirement of 
Land by 
Foreigners. 
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STATISTICAL TABLES. 


Cotton Returns. 


Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and Exported at the 
Various Ports of the United Kingdom during the Week and 39 Weeks 
ended 27th September, 1906 :— 





























9 ( T | ‘ 
Week ended | *? Weeks || week endea| 39 Weeks 
pa ~ | ended € 6 ended 
—— 27th Sept., | omit a || 27th Sept., : 
1906 27th Sept., | 1906 27th Sept., 
: 1906. | metas 1906, 
| IMPORTS. | EXPORTS. 
| (Bales.) | (Bales. ) 
| 
pees 
| a | ¥ | 
| No. | No. } No. : No. 
American ... _ _ 27,761 1,698,096 | 1,246 | 189,762 
Brazilian i as ne 154 | = 193,105T | 31 | 13,678 
East Indian... 20... ee 2,767 | 119,354 || 1,533 | 39,175t 
Egyptian... a ds 115 | 290,471f | 582 | ~—-60,839 
Miscellaneous coe sand 1187* | 68,318fT) 259 | 6,253 
Total ... .. si 31,984 | 2,369,344 3,651 | 259,707 
| | | 


| 





* Including 317 bales British West African. 
+ Including 5,423 bales British West Indian, and 5,984 bales British West African. 
t Corrected figures. 





Corn Prices. 

Statement showing the Average Price of British Corn, per quarter of 
8 bushels, Imperial Measure,* as received from the Inspectors and Officers of 
Excise in the week ended 29th September, 1906, and corresponding weeks of 
the seven previous years pursuant to the Corn Returns Act, 1882. 





Average Price. 





Wheat. Barley. Oats. 





: s 4. & 4. & a, 
Week ended 29th September, 1906 ... | 26 9 24 «8 16 2 


Corresponding week in— 





1899 ... ’ a te = | 26 O 28 0 16 5 
1900 ... iM bie this iol | 28 Q 26 2 16 10 
1901 ... aS - wer ee we ae 2 26 3 76h hf 
ae) me, ae. em ee meh in Te Sa 2s 17. 5 
1908 ... wi she at me | 26 8 23 «9 15 9 
1904 ... ai sta wil on of 29 10 2 #5 1 8 
1905 ... al on an po | 26 9 24 3 16 21 











* Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that where returns of 
purchases of British Corn are made to the local inspector of Corn Returns in any 
other measure than the Imperial bushel or by weight or by a weighed measure that 
officer shall convert such returns into the Imperial bushel, and in the case of weight 
or weighed measure the conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty Imperial 

unds for every bushel of wheat, fifty Imperial pounds for every bushel of barley, 
and thirty-nine Imperial pounds for every bushel of oats. 
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Imports of Agricultural Produce into the United Kingdom. 

Account showing the Quantities of certain kinds of Agricultural Produce 
imported into the United Kingdom in the week ended 29th September, 1906, 
together with the quantities imported in the corresponding week of the 
previous year. 











Week ended | Correspond- 
—_—_— 29th Sept., | ing Week in 
1906. 1905. 
Animals, living :— 
Oxen, bulls, cows, and calves «» «| Number. 14,636 10,503 
Sheep and lambs oc . ove ove ” 836 1,275 
Swine eee eee eee eee cee eee ” = —_ 
Horses ... coe ees oe ~_ ove ” 223 97 
Fresh Meat :— 
i. (a me: Oe me: awe ak ae 92,811 90,757 
Mutton eee coe eee eee eee eee 9 60,841 69,822 
Pork eee eee ces eee eee eee ” | 11,274 ; 9,030 
Salted or preserved meat :— 
Bacon ... oe “ ene coe one Cwts. 95,066 102,405 
Beef ai ae em den ‘ii ois 99 1,309 | 1,725 
Hams... mn on — one ene ‘0 21,655 15,914 
a eee ee a 3,885 4,159 
Meat, unenumerated, salted or fresh oe °" 10,447 9,529 
Meat, preserved otherwise than by salting... eo 3,649 14,972 
Dairy produce and substitutes :— | 
Butter ... vo we ‘iid sine ene Cwts. 70,627 63,073 
Margarine ain iia om ons sae " 20,461 21,659 
Cheese ... doe “ i in. * | 58,331 41,750 
Milk, fresh, in cans or drums _ = os | 160 — 
» CTEAM ccc ate oo cee ese . | 121 150 
» condensed beg ani we one im | 21,497 17,202 
»» preserved, other kinds... oe ae a | 274 95 
Eggs ‘ ae ae ee | 345,775 396,262 
Poultry ... ‘a om ot a. a. ae 4,048 3,777 
Game eee eee eee ees eee eee ” 1,412 3,111 
Rabbits, dead (not tinned) ... ini ene Owts. 15,537 29,224 
Lard ou oe a ‘tin ae , ™ 42,886 35,031 
Corn, grain, meal, and flour :— 
Wheat ... es oie oss _ ene Owts. 1,660,100 2,039,100 
Wheat meal and flour -_ -_ _ e 319,500 238,900 
Barley ... fa — wo” = * 573,700 793,000 
nage gg Tigges.) igang aia ine re 225,800 241,700 
Peas... wa = a i on “ 83,000 53,530 
Beans... ‘ei a a ms 14,290 16,580 
Maize or Indian corn ... _ -_ owe mt 1,048,000 1,027,600 
Fruit, raw :— 
Apples ... se — -_— ll me Cwts. 46,025 85,128 
Apricots and peaches... 9... sue, a 895 8 
Bananas ees eee one _ ..-| Bunches. 140,361 121,898 
Cherries ... we a one dips oes Cwts. _ =e 
Currants... wn one ese ove eee - — “- 
Gooseberries ... nei ons ees one ~ _ _ 
Grapes ... cnn one sin on een “ 51,244 40,536 
Lemons ... ene _ oe one wos a 23,123 4,417 
Oranges...  —«. eo i-. ies td mi 7,678 3,940 
— a ltl OCU fs 33,139 29,162 
te ee a ee am pa 58,325 8,167 
Strawberries... ose oe eee eee o — _ 
Unenumerated ... un oe ee wee pe 18,447 14,457 
Hay... he _ on ~~ one ond Tons. 2,420 2,820 
Straw one one on om _ ane a 2,072 1,172 
Moss Litter a a 1,667 1,224 
Hops in - ons one ont Owts. 3,935 2,678 
Locust Beans... eee eee eco oe Mi 33,475 — 
Vegetables, raw :— 
Onions ... ave one sn es ---| Bushels. 256,668 196,842 
Potatoes ain sie eis one one Cwts. 19,1389 30,995 
I os 6 aa asl ae sng ge ‘ 15,587 11,634 
Unenumerated ... 64. wee nes Ss wee | «Value £ 3,452 2,499 
Vegetables, dried me si se -_ Cwts. 3,376 5,654 
Preserved by canning... eee ‘as ond zs 7,709 3,418 
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GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 


TRADE RETURNS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


The Monthly Accounts relating to the Trade and Navigation of 
the United Kingdom for the month of August, 1906, have been 
published. The accounts, which are issued on the 7th or 8th of 
each month, may be purchased at a cost, in the present instance, 
of 1s. 2d. per copy, either directly or through any bvokseller, from 
Messrs. Wyman & Sons, Fetter Lane, E.C., and 32, Abingdon 
Street, S.W.; or Messrs. Oliver & Boyd, Edinburgh ; or Edward 
Ponsonby, 116, Grafton Street, Dublin. 

Attention. is further called to the fact that the ‘“ Annual 
Statement of the Trade of the United Kingdom with Foreign 
Countries and British Possessions” for the year 1905, in two 
volumes, may be purchased at a cost of 7s. 8d. for the first, 
and 4s. 2d. for the second volume, at any of the addresses enu- 
merated above. This publication, which contains much more 
detailed and exhaustive information than can be given in the 
Monthly Accounts, gives Abstract Tables for the years 1901-1905, 
and detailed statements of imports and exports of each article 
(from and to each country) in the first volume, and in the second 
volume details as to customs revenue, transhipments, and articles 
in bond, and particulars of the trade of the United Kingdom 
with each foreign country. 


THE BOARD OF TRADE LABOUR GAZETTE. 


The ‘‘ Board of 'l'rade Labour Gazette’’* is published by the Board 
of Trade on the 16th of each month. The following are among 
the more important articles which appear in the September 
issue :—State of the Labour Market in August; Conciliation and 
Arbitration in Foreign Countries; The Trade Union Congress ; 
Feeding of School Children ; Trade Unions in Germany in 1905; 
Accidents to Railway Servants ; Pauperism in England and Wales ; 
and Agricultural Hirings in Scotland. 


FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS. 


The following is a résumé of some of the more interesting sub- 
jects dealt with in Consular Reports of the Annual Series issued 
since the last number of the “ Board of Trade Journal.” 


ANNUAL SERIES. 
No. 3,719. Trade of Kobe and Osaka, 1905. 


Marked increase in imports articles. Special account of 
into Kobe, with exports the cotton yarns trade. 
stationary. Slow increase in Details of the principal 
imports into Osaka, and rapid Japanese steamship lines. 
advance of exports. Growth of industrial activity 

Review of trade in principal at Osaka. 





* It can be purchased through any newsagent, price 1d. 
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Government Publications. 





No. 3,720. Trade of Belgium, 1905-6. 


Notes on the principal fluctu- Detailed account of the con- 
ations in trade up to the end of dition of the principal Belgian 
June, 1906. industries, 

Review of trade with the Con- Progress of shipping trade. 


tinents, the United Kingdom, 
and certain other countries. 


OTHER GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 


Report on Changes in Rates of Wages and Hours of Labour in the 
United Kingdom in 1905, with Comparative Statistics for 1896- 
1904. [Cd. 3,172.] Price 7d. 

This volume is the thirteenth of a series of Annual Reports, 
compiled in the Labour Department of the Board of Trade, dealing 
with the changes in the market rates of wages and recognised 
hours of workpeople in the United Kingdom for a full week’s 
work, exclusive of overtime. 

The decline in wages which characterised the years 1901-4 
continued in 1905. In the latter year, however, the falling off was 
much less marked than in the four preceding years, and during the 
second half of the year an upward tendency was shown. ‘This 
upward tendency has continued during the first six months of 
1906, during which advances have taken place in all the more 
important groups of trade with the exception of the building 
trades. The net decrease in 1905 was due mainly to reductions 
in the coal mining industry, and, to a less extent, to reductions in 
the building, quarrying and engineering and shipbuilding trades. 
In the pig-iron, and iron and steel trades, and in the textile 
trades, there were advances in wages, while employees of Public 
Authorities also received increases. 


Agricultural Statistics, Ireland, 1905. Return of Prices of Crops, 
Iive Stock, and other Irish Agricultural Products, for the year 1905. 
| Cd. 3,142.] Proce 11d. 


This publication, which has been prepared in the Statistics and 
Intelligence Branch of the Department of Agriculture and Tech- 
nical Instruction for Ireland, contains returns of the average 
prices of cereals, dairy produce, meat, cattle, &c., in the various 
provinces of Ireland during each quarter of 1905, and tables show- 
ing the average prices of the same products since 1886. Diagrams 
are appended, illustrating the general tendency of the price levels 
of the various commodities and animals enumerated. 
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THE COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE 
BRANCH OF THE BOARD OF TRADE. 





The Intelligence Branch of the Commercial Department of the 
Board of Trade (No. 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C.) is 
intended to be a centre at which information on all subjects of 
commercial interest shall be collected and focussed in a form 
convenient for reference, and at which, so far as the interests of 
British trade permit, replies shall be given to enquiries by traders 
on commercial matters. 

On application being made to it either personally or by letter, 
the Branch supplies, so far as is possible, information with regard 
to the following subjects, viz.: Commercial Statistics; Matters 
relating to Foreign and Colonial Tariffs and Customs Regulations ; 
Lists of firms abroad engaged in particular lines of business in 
different localities; Foreign and Colonial Contracts open to Tender. 
Sources of Supply, Prices, &., of Trade Products; Forms of 
Certificates of Origin; Regulations concerning Commercial 
Travellers, &c., &c. There is a Sample Room at the offices of the 
Branch, where, in addition to samples illustrative of reports of 
H.M. Consuls or of the Correspondents or Special Commissioners 
of the Board of Trade, specimens of special interest that may be 
received from the Imperial Institute, India, or the Colonies, &c., 
are exhibited from time to time. 

The Governments of India, Canada, Cape of Good Hope, and 
Queensland, also the Governments of the Transvaal and Orange 
River Colony, have established, in proximity to the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch, at 73, Basinghall Street, special offices for 
dealing with trade matters (see next page). 

The “ Board of Trade Journal” is the principal medium through 
which intelligence collected by the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch, and intended for general information, is conveyed to the 
public. The ‘‘ Journal” is issued weekly at the price of 1d. All 
applications respecting subscription, or the purchase of single 
copies, should be addressed in London to Messrs. Wyman & Sons, 
Ltd., Fetter Lane, E.C., and 32, Abingdon Street, S.W.; in 
Edinburgh to Messrs. Oliver & Boyd; and in Dublin to Edward 
Ponsonby, 116, Grafton Street. Copies may also be obtained from 
Messrs. G. Street & Co., Ltd., 30, Cornhill, E.C. 
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SPECIAL INDIAN AND COLONIAL 
TRADE ENQUIRY OFFICES. 


India.—The India Trade Enquiry Office at 73, Basinghall Street, 
London, E.C., has been established for the purpose of supplying 
the general public withall available information as to the commercial 
products, manufactures and trades of British India. | 

The office is under the superintendence of an India Office official, 
who is in daily attendance to answer personal or written enquiries. 

The current publications of the Government of India dealing 
with Indian Trade statistics, tariff charges, railways, economic 
products, &c., are kept in the office, and can be consulted free: the 
various Indian Directories are also filed. 

Canada.—The Canadian Government have secured premises at 
73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C., where an office has been 
opened under the designation of ‘Canadian Government City 
Trade Branch,” for the convenience of the commercial community. 

In due course it is intended to equip and maintain a display 
room, illustrating the products, resources and manufactures of the 
Dominion. In the meantime, a Canadian representative attends 
daily to deal with enquiries and applications in connection with 
Canadian import and export trade, and to supply information 
about Canadian matters generally. Personal appointments can be 
arranged when desired. 

Cape of Good Hope.—The Government of the Cape of Good Hope 
have opened offices at 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C., for the 
purpose of a Commercial Agency for that Colony, under the 
direction of the Agent-General. 

The Commercial Agent in charge of these offices deals with, and 
supplies free, information on trade subjects connected with the 
Colony, such as commercial products, industries, trade, tariff regu- 
lations, commercial statistics, railway rates, prospects for emigra- 
tion, &c., &c. 

Queensland.—F or the convenience of the commercial community 
in the City of London, the Agent-General for Queensland has 
opened a branch office at 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C., 
where a representative attends daily to give information to 
enquirers regarding trade, mining, and all other matters in con- 
nection with Queensland. 

A collection of articles representative of the pastoral, agricultural, 
and mining industries of Queensland are on view, and information 
regarding these industries can be obtained at the Office, as above. 

Transvaal and Orange River Colony—A ‘T'rade Enquiry Office 
has been opened at 73, Basinghall Street, E.C., by the Govern- 
ments of the Transvaal and Orange River Colony, on the lines of 
the agency established at the same address by the Government of 
Cape Colony, but under the general direction of the Commercial 
intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade. 

The Superintendent in charge of the Office deals with, and 
supplies free, information in regard to the products and resources 
of the two Colonies, the opportunities they present to the settler, 
their railway facilities, the regulations of all kinds in force in 
them affecting trade, &c., &c. 
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IMPERIAL INSTITUTE, 


The Imperial Institute at South Kensington was transferred by 
Act of Parliament to the control of the Board of Trade on the 
lst January, 1903. ‘The work formerly carried on by the Com- 
mercial Intelligence Office of the Institute is now conducted by 
the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade. 

The Imperial Institute is chiefly occupied with the systematic 
investigation and illustration of the principal resources of India 
and the Colonies. It includes :— 

1. The Galleries, containing collections of economic products, 
&c., illustrative of the natural and commercial resources of British 
Possessions. ‘These are open free to the public daily (except on Sun- 
days) from10am.to5p.m. Special arrangements may be made for 
the visits of schools and other educational institutions. Informa- 
tion concerning India and the Colonies, their products, industries, 
prospects for emigration, &c., may be obtained on verbal applica- 
tion at the Central stand in the Galleries, or applications may be 
addressed in writing to the Director of the Imperial Institute, 
South Kensington, S.W. Publications furnishing information 
relating to the commerce, agriculture, mining and other industries 
of India and the Colonies, as well as those relating to emigration, 
may also be obtained on application at the Central stand. From 
time to time samples and specimens of raw and manufactured 
products will be shown in the sample room attached to the offices 
of the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade at 
73, Basinghall Street, H.C. 

2. The Scientific and Technical Department with extensive 
laboratories specially equipped for the purpose of investigating 
problems connected with tropical agriculture and development. 
In this Department new or little known natural products from 
India and the Colonies, and commercial products from new 
sources, received through the Government of the countries con- 
cerned, are examined with a view to their valuation and utilisation. 
The expert staff of the Department is also engaged in the collec- 
tion of information from all sources on these and similar subjects. 

3. The Library and Reading Rooms, containing a large collection 
of Indian and Colonial works of reference, which are regularly 
supplied with the principal official publications of India and the 
Colonies, and with many of the principal newspapers, periodicals 
and maps of the United Kingdom, India, and the Colonies. 

4, Conference and Meeting Rooms which are available under 
certain conditions for the purpose of meetings, lectures, &c., on 
subjects of importance to India and the Colonies. 

5. ‘he ‘‘ Bulletin of the Imperial Institute.” This publication, 
which is now issued quarterly, includes reports on investigations 
conducted at the Imperial Institute, and also special articles 
relating to recent developments in tropical agriculture and in 
the utilisation of raw materials. The ‘ Bulletin” may be 
obtained at the Imperial Institute, South Kensington, or from 
Messrs. Eyre and Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet 
Street, E.C., price one shilling per number. 
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